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Chad 


Habre Returns From Iraq; Stops Over in Sudan 


AB2308180989 Ndjamena Domestic Service in French 
1900 GMT 22 Aug 89 


[Excerpts] President Hissein Habre returned to Ndja- 
mena this evening from Baghdad, Iraq, where he paid a 
3-day official visit. On his way back, the head of state 
made a stopover of nearly 3 hours in Khartoum during 
which he met the chairman of the National Salvation 
Revolution Command Council [NSRCC]—the head of 
state of Sudan—Lieutenant General ‘Umar Hasan 
Ahmad al-Bashir. Moussa Abache, you followed and 
covered the head of state during his various trips. We 
will give details of the various aspects of this in our 
subsequent newscasts but, in the meantime, what were 
the highlights of this visit? 


[Abache] President Hissein Habre returned late this 
afternoon to Ndjamena from Baghdad, Iraq, where he 
paid a 3-day official visit, as you said. The highlights of 
this visit were the private talks with his Iraqi counter- 
part, Saddam Husayn; discussions at the level of delega- 
tions from both countries; a visit to Faw, a martyred 
town which is currently under reconstruction; and the 
signing of an agreement by the Chadian and Iraqi 
ministers for cooperation in the commercial, economic, 
technical, cultural, and scientific fields, as well as in the 
field of information. This is the second visit by the 
president of the Republic to this country. The first was in 
January 1987 on his return from the fifth Islamic Con- 
ference Organization summit held in Kuwait. [passage 
omitted] 


On his way back, the head of state stopped over for about 
3 hours in Khartoum where he held talks with NSRCC 
Chairman Lieutenant General ‘Umar Hasan Ahmad 
al-Bashir, the head of state of Sudan, who came to power 
barely 2 months ago. The heads of state, meeting for the 
first time, had, as one would expect, a lot to discuss, 
including relations between Chad and Sudan which 
deteriorated during the period of troubles under AIl- 
Sadiq al-Mahdi’s regime. The Sudanese head of state 
expressed pleasure over the initiative taken by President 
Hissein Habre to stop over in Khartoum. He also said he 
was Satisfied that he has been able to draw inspiration 
from the experience of our president in connection with 
the dispute between the two countries with a view io 
finding a better solution to it. Listen to the head of state’s 
press statement in this regard. 


[Begin Habre recording] We stopped over to see Presi- 
dent ‘Umar Ahmad al-Bashir and our discussions cen- 
tered on [words indistinct] between Chad and Sudan, 
other relations, and problems that affect us. In other 
words, [words indistinct] international, African, and 
non-African problems. We also held frank and detailed 
discussions. Concerning bilateral relations, we agreed to 
give them a new impetus and reactivate our relations in 
the interest of our two countries and peoples. I am very 
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satisfied with the quality and high level of the discus- 
sions and I am convinced that Sudan and Chad will 
strengthen their cooperation in dealing with problems 
affecting the two countries in the best possible condi- 
tions. [passage omitted] I hope this cooperation will be 
extended to the organs existing in our respective coun- 
tries and I also hope, by the grace of God, that the 
Sudan-Chad joint commission, for example, will be able 
to meet. Finally, | want to express, on my behalf and on 
behalf of the delegation accompanying me, our sincere 
thanks for the brotherly and warm reception given to us 
here. [end recording] 


Foreign Minister on Dispute With Libya 


AB2208221789 Libreville L'UNION in French 
12-13 Aug 89 p 8 


{Interview by L’UNION reporter Olivier Moucketon 
with Chadian External Relations Minister Acheikh ibn 
Oumar on 9 August in Libreville] 


[Excerpts] L°UNION: Relations between Chad and 
Libya are being normalized. They will not be completely 
normalized unless the border conflict has been settled. 
What stage has been reached in the negotiations? 


Oumar: Our relations are improving, considering the 
fact that for many years the Libyan regime refused to 
recognize the Chadian Government, going to the extent 
of refuting the existence of a country called Chad. Now, 
the situation has improved. We have diplomatic rela- 
tions and embassies have been reopened in the two 
capitals. But this improvement in our relations has not 
resolved the fundamental problem, especially since the 
conflict between our two countries does not really stem 
from diplomatic differences. It rather stems from a 
situation created since 1973 during the military occupa- 
tion of the far north of our country—the Aozou Strip— 
by the Libyan Army. 


From this viewpoint, the fundamental problem remains 
unsolved because, despite their declaration of good faith, 
despite the diplomatic contacts, and despite the fact that, 
after refusing on numerous ocasions, they have finally 
agreed to participate in the proceedings of the ad hoc 
committee and to enter into direct contact with Chadi- 
ans, they continue to occupy the Aozou Strip and are 
continually reinforcing their military presence in the 
region. Tripoli has so far turned a deaf ear to recommen- 
dations to settle the issue by peaceful means so that 
Ndjamena can recover an integral part of its national 
territory. The improvement of relations is real, but the 
fundamental problem remains unsolved. 


L’UNION: After your meeting with Gabonese President 
E! Hadj Omar Bongo, you said that the Bamako mini- 
summit on the Chad-Libya conflict was not a failure. But 
your ambassador in Paris, Allam-Mi Ahmad, recently 
stated to AFP that it was indeed a failure. Can this be 
interpreted as confusion on the Chadian stand? 


Oumar: It may be seen as a failure if one considers the 
fact that the fundamental problem has not been solved. 
But we went to Bamako knowing full well that a 1 5-year 
old dispute cannot be settled at one meeting. To consider 
the meeting a failure or success is relative. The truth is 
that in Bamako, very positive things happened, consid- 
ering the fact that, among other things, there were 
consultations among several African heads of state and 
that, for the first time in their lives, the Chadian and 
Libyan presidents held long discussions. This means that 
the mini-summit, as such, was not a failure. The Libyans 
refused to budge an inch from their position, thus 
obstructing the discussions on the definitive settlement 
of the border conflict. While paying lip service to a 
peaceful settlement, they adopted other obstructive tac- 
tics that prevented us from achieving the results that 
some people were expecting. 


L’UNION: Libya has refused to accept the arbitration of 
the International Court of Justice at The Hague, which 
could solve this imbroglio. How do you interpret Trip- 
oli’s attitude? 


Oumar: It is obviously contradictory. In the past, the 
Libyans were logical with themselves. According to 
them, there was no Chadian Governiment and no border 
between Chad and Libya, hence their inability to sit 
down at the same table with a state that does not exist to 
discuss a problem. This situation lasted more than 10 
years. But since 1987, the Libyans have acknowledged 
that there is a problem between the two countries. 


But for us, it is not enough to acknowledge this fact. It is 
now time to search for definitive solutions to this con- 
flict. And the only ways to resolve such a problem are 
direct negotiation (which is the ideal solution) or 
resorting to war, which is not in the interest of either of 
the two parties. We have all experienced war. Despite 
their impressive military arsenal and their colossal oil 
resources, the Libyans themselves have realized that war 
is not the right choice. So, if we rule out wer but have not 
succeeded in convincing them to resort to bilateral or 
multilateral negotiations, we have only one last solution: 
resort to arbitration. 


But at the international level, we see no judicial body 
apart from the International Court of Justice at The 
Hague. Chad would have preferred a similar body at the 
regional or African level to deal with this issue. But in 
any case, our resort to The Hague is for us a test that will 
enable us to know if the Libya'.s are sirncere—when they 
announced that they were prepared to promote the 
settlement of the conflict—or if «hey simply want to 
throw dust in the eyes of those concerned and to distract 
the attention of the international public from the issue. 
[passage omitted] 


L’UNION: What is your evaluation of the work done so 
far by the OAU, particularly its ad hoc committee on the 
Chad-Libya conflict? 


Oumar: Despite what I have said about the negative 
attitude of Libya, which has so far openly refused to end 
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its occupation of the Aozou Strip, thus solving the 
problem created by this occupation, we must acknowl- 
edge that remarkable work has been done by the ad hoc 
committee. We are still convinced that the efforts made 
at this level, notably by President Bongo, will bear fruit 
and, despite the obstacles, will make an impact on 
Libya’s position so that it will adopt an attitude that will 
better respect Chad’s territorial integrity. 


Experience has proved us right considering the fact that, 
although analysts had said that the ad hoc committee 
was useless because in 10 years it could not even bring 
the two protagonists together, this committee promoted 
slow developments in the issue until 1987 when it 
restored a cease-fire, and, in 1988 and 1989, there were 
ministerial meetings under its auspices. 


These are all reasons why we think that we must always 
be determined not to lose sight of the objective, while 
keeping our patience, because problems of this type 
cannot be solved in | or 2 years. 


Gabon 


President Bongo Returns From Harare Meeting 


AB2308090089 Libreville Domestic Service in French 
0600 GMT 23 Aug 89 


[Excerpt] The head of state returned to Libreville last 
night from Harare, Zimbabwe, where he attended the 
summit of heads of state of central and southern African 
states on the peace process in Angola. [passage omitted] 


Zaire 


Mobutu To Meet RSA’s De Klerk in Goma 25 Aug 


EA2308190989 Bukavu Domestic Service in French 
1630 GMT 23 Aug 89 


[Excerpt] On Friday, 25 August 1989, Mr F.W. de Klerk, 
the South African president, will be received at Goma by 
Marshal Mobutu Sese Seko, the Popular Movement of 
the Revolution [MPR] founder president and president 
of the Republic. This has been announced in a statement 
from the president’s office, datelined Goma. 


Contacts started last May when the South African min- 
ister of commerce, who is a close colleague of Mr de 
Klerk, was in Zaire, heading a high-level delegation. At 
that time the new South African head of state was 
seeking a meeting with the MPR founder president. The 
meeting could not be held because of Marshal Mobutu 
Sese Seko’s tight work schedule. It was finally fixed for 
25 August. 


Without speculating too much about the subjects Mr de 
Klerk will discuss with Marshal Mobutu Sese Seko, we 
can assume that the chief interest will be in whether the 
meeting offers an insight into the real intentions of 
Pretoria’s new leader as regards the dismantling of 


FBIS-AFR-89-163 
24 August 1989 


apartheid. The founder president, as well as the interna- 
tional public, will seek to know whether the change of 
leadership in South Africa also implies a desire to put an 
end to a political system which is universally con- 
demned. [passage omitted] 


AZAP Views Belgian Minister’s Visit 
AB1808204589 Kinshasa AZAP in French 0905 GMT 
18 Aug 89 


[Commentary: For a New Base in Relations Between 
Belgium and Zaire] 


[Text] Kinshasa, 18 Aug (AZAP)—On Wednesday, 26 
July 1989, the state commissioner for foreign affairs and 
his Belgian counterpart in Rabat signed the agreement 
marking the end of the dispute between Belgium and 
Zaire. The agreement was signed in the presence of the 
Popular Movement of the Revolution [MPR] founding 
chairman and president of the Republic, the Belgian 
prime minister, and the King of Morocco, who was also 
the mediator in the (?dispute). 


It is was also on Wednesday, 16 August 1989, or exactly 
3 weeks after the signing of the Rabat agreement that the 
Belgian minister of cooperation and development [words 
indistinct] 2 weeks during which he will meet with 
members of the executive council interested in Belgian- 
Zairian cooperation and later visit joint cooperation 
projects in the interior of the country. 
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This is the first visit to Zaire by a high-ranking Belgian 
political figure since the Rabat agreements. Undoubt- 
edly, it is not just by chance that this first visit was by the 
minister in charge of cooperation and develonment 
[words indistinct] a visit to Kinshasa. [Words indistinct] 
a number of problems have been left pending since the 
crisis broke out, within the context of the new spirit 
within which the two countries want to establish their 
bonds of bilateral cooperation. In fact, the two countries 
want to find ways to lay a new foundation for mutually 
advantageous cooperation in conformity with the terms 
of the Rabat agreement. This agreement envisages that 
henceforth, relations between the two countries must be 
based on the principles of international law—notably 
equality, noninterference in the internal affairs of other 
countries, respect for the political independence of other 
countries, and the subsequent safeguard of the dignity 
and identity of each state. The visit of the Belgian 
statesman to Zaire following the expression of the pollit- 
ical desire by the two sides in Morocco to maintain 
normal relations is seen by the public as a sign of the 
normalization of bilateral relations [words indistinct] 
and the declaration of the Belgian minister, according to 
which Belgium is ready to follow the cooperation policy 
elaborated by the executive council, in accordance with 
the Rabat agreement, leaving Zaire with the choice of the 
priority projects [words indistinct] this attitude ... 
reflects the new mark of mutual confidence and respon- 
sibility that the authorities of the two countries want to 
inject into their bilateral relations. If Belgians and Zair- 
ians can now cooperate and tackle their problems [words 
indistinct] (?a new policy) devoid of all paternalistic or 
neocolonialist considerations, the bonds of cooperation 
between Belgium and Zaire will [words indistinct]. 
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Ethiopia 


Delegation To Brief USSR on Peace Initiative 


EA2308191289 Addis Ababa in English to Neighboring 
Countries 1530 GMT 23 Aug 89 


[Text] A four-member delegation led by Comrade Ash- 
agre Yigletu, member and secretary of the Central Com- 
mittee of the WPE [Workers Party of Ethiopia], left here 
today for Moscow on a working visit to the Soviet 
Union. Comrade Ashagre said on departure at the air- 
port that the delegation will hold talks on regional and 
international issues and bilateral relations and coopera- 
tion on the basis of the close relations between the two 
parties, governments, and peoples of the two countries. 
He also pointed out that while there the delegation will 
brief Soviet party and government officials on the cur- 
rent situation in the country, particularly on the new 
peace initiative taken by the first extraordinary session 
of the National Shengo and the various efforts made by 
the government to make it (?practicable). 


Eritrean Factions Claim U.S. Favors EPLF 


EA2308 182389 Paris AFP in French 1419 GMT 
23 Aug 89 


[Text] Khartoum, 23 Aug (AFP)}—Five Eritrean factions 
have accused Washington of partiality for not including 
them in the ongoing mediation to solve the Eritrean issue. 
This was contained in a communique issued in Khartoum 
yesterday. In the communique, the Eritrean Liberation 
Front (ELF) and four dissident n)ovements, the ELF- 
United Organization, the ELF-Revolutionary Council, the 
People’s Liberation Forces, and the National Council, 
noted that former U.S. President Jimmy Carter, who is in 
charge of the mediation, has so far been negotiating only 
with the “Eritrean People’s Liberation Front” (EPLF), 
which is expected to begin talks in early September with 
the Ethiopian Government. 


The organizations that are signatories to the commu- 
nique stressed that the United States has long favored 
the EPLF by granting it “generous aid,” and said that 
they will not consider themselves bound by any agree- 
ment that may come out of negotiations with which they 
have not been associated. According to the commu- 
nique, the U.S. action may tend to complicate the issue 
by transforming the conflict between Ethiopian and 
Eritreans into a problem among Eritreans. The Eritrean 
factions also accused the United States of proposing a 
solution which is not in line with the wishes of the 
Eritreans by advocating a federal system. 


Foreign Minister Returns From Harare Meeting 


EA2308205589 Addis Ababa in English to Neighboring 
Countries 1530 GMT 23 Aug 89 


[Text] Comrade Berhanu Bayeh, member of the Political 
Bureau of the Central Committee of the WPE [Workers 
Party of Ethiopia] and minister of foreign affairs, 
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returned here today from Harare after attending the 
third ad hoc committee meeting of OAU heads of state 
and government. 


Comrade Berhanu said that the meeting discussed latest 
developments in South Africa and, more particularly, 
the situation in Namibia, Mozambique, and Angola. He 
pointed cut that the committee had a detailed discussion 
of the latest declaration on South Africa which was 
prepared by the ANC [African National Congress} and 
endorsed by the Frontln,ie States. The declaration, the 
foreign minister said, defines the new strategy in the 
fight against South Afiica and calls for discussion among 
freedom movements in order to eliminate apartheid. 
The ultimate objective is to establish a singie, free, and 
democratic South Africa. Comrade Berhanu pointed out 
that the declaration recommends a dialogue with the 
South African Government in order to achieve this 
objective and emphasizes that Pretoria should noncthe- 
less create conditions conducive for such a dialogue. 


Somalia 


Sources Cited on Restoring Links to Cuba, USSR 


AB2308201089 Paris AFP in English 1226 GMT 
23 Aug 89 


[By Michel Sailhan] 


[Excerpts] Nairobi, Aug 23 (AFP)—The regime of 
Somali President Mohamed Siad Barre, facing dire polit- 
ical and economic difficulties, is making a determined 
effort to restore its once warm relations with the Soviet 
Union and Cuba. 


Top-level contacts with Moscow, reported by diplomatic 
sources, included a visit there 10 days ago by General 
Moslah Mohammed Siad, one of President Siad Barre’s 
sons who is commander-in-chief of the Armed Forces 
and is clearly being groomed as his heir-apparent. 


This Tuesday a Soviet trade union delegation arrived in 
Mogadishu for a week’s visit and an “exchange of views” 
with their Somali counterparts. 


The Somali objective is to repair the damage caused in 
1977 when the Soviets sided with Ethiopia in the war with 
Somalia over the Ogaden region claimed by Somalia. 


Mogadishu retaliated by throwing out 6,000 Soviet 
advisers and other personnel. It repudiated the friend- 
ship treaty Moscow traditionally signs with close allies, 
and barred Soviets from all military facilities. 


Diplomatic relations were not however officially severed, 
as they were with Cuba, which also backed Ethiopia. 


A decision was made early this month to restore links 
with Cuba, official sources in Mogadishu disclosed. 
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Current aid from Moscow comprises scholarships for 
several hundred students over the past two years. But 
President Siad Barre is keen on getting military spare 
parts, an informed source said. 


The gap left when the Soviets were expelled has been 
filled for the past dozen years by the United States, 
which has military facilities at the strategic port of 
Berbera on the gulf of Aden. 


But repeated reports of serious human rights violations 
have made Washington cut back on its assistance. 


Last year the U.S. Congress froze nearly 40 million 
dollars of food and developmen: aid for the impover- 
ished country of six million when it discovered Amer- 
ican supplies were being used by the Somali Government 
in its military crackdown against civilians in the strife- 
torn north. 


The rebel Somali National Movement has been active in 
the north for more than a year and is continuing to 
harass the garrison towns of Hargeysa and Boorama near 
the Ethiopian border. Fresh fighting was reported early 
this month. 


In the past six weeks, the 20-year-old Siad Barre regime 
has had to face up to other political agitation in the 
capital and in the south. 


Anti-government riots erupted in Mogadishu on July 14, 
which left 24 dead according to the official tally, and 300 
to 400 according to independent sources. [passage 
omitted] 


In several regions of the southern Province of Jubba, the 
Armed Forces have lost control to Army deserters or to 
previously unknown rebel movements. 


The “anarchy”, as diplomats in the region term it, is 
being compounded by mounting financial and economic 
difficulties. The banks are running out of ready cash, and 
basic foodstuffs are scarce. 


The price of sugar soared 30 percent in June because of 
acute shortages, a source close to the World Bank said. 
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BBC on Security Situation in Somalia 
£42308 130089 London BBC World Service in English 
1615 GUT 22 Aug 89 


[From the “Focus on Africa” program] 


[Text] The first independent eyewitness reports about 
Somalia's security breakdown are beginning to filter out. 
Since the riots which broke out anc led to the shooting of 
civilians outside a mosque, it’s been clear that the Somali 
security forces are in deep disarray. There are reports 
that 10,000 men have defected from the Army in the 
north and that clan fighting involving Ogadenis had 
virtually cut off Kismaayo in the south. Journalist 
Husayn “Abd Hassan has just returned from a trip to 
Somalia. He telexed this report. 


[Begin studio announcer recording] It's only when | 
arrived in Mogadishu last weck that I realized the extent 
of the political and economic crisis in Somalia. While 
there, I heard people criticizing the government openly 
without fear. Most of the peopie told me they didn’t care 
about the consequences. Many residents of Mogadishu 
suspected of undermining the regime have either been 
detained or kilied. Last week, the Army captured six 
high-ranking military officers in (Shallambod), 100 km 
south of Mogadishu. The officers had managed to escape 
from their bases 2 weeks earlier to join the newly formed 
Somali Patriotic Movement in southern Somalia. All of 
these officers are held at the notorious (Hangesh) deten- 
tion center in Mogadishu. Sources close to (Hangesh) 
told me the officers are tortured day and night. In the 
case of Colonel Dr Abdul Mageeb, who had a fracture in 
the right hand, he hasn't been attended to by doctors up 
till now and there are growing fears that his right hand 
could be amputated because of gangrene. The former 
defense minister, Major General Adan Abdullahi Nur, 
also known as Gabio, is being held in very poor condi- 
tions in a place called (Adistahusbeer). 


Meanwhile, the commander of the 26th sector of the 
Somali Army in northwestern Somalia has been killed in 
a landmine explosion in Hargeysa. Seven other officers 
died along with him. [end recording] 
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De Klerk, Pik Botha Pian To Meet Mobutu 25 Aug 


MB2308203189 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2027 GMT 23 Aug 89 


[By Pierre Claasen] 


[Text] Cape Town Aug 23 SAPA—The acting state 
president and National Party Leader, Mr F.W. de Klerk, 
will meet the Zairean president, Mr Mobutu Sese Seko, 
in Zaire later this week. 


The director general of foreign affairs, Mr Neil van 
Heerden, tonight confirmed a Zairean radio report that a 
meeting beiween the two would take place. 


Mr de Klerk, and the minister of foreign affairs, Mr Pik 
Botha, will travel to Zaire on Friday [25 August] ‘or the 
meeting and are expected to be accompanied by senior 
government officials. 


Although no details of the meeting were made available 
the suddenness of its arrangement could be related to 
President Mobutu's recent attempts at mediating in the 
Angolan conflict between President Eduardo dos Santo’s 
MPLA [Popular Movement for the Liberation of 
Angola] government and the South African backed 
UNITA [National Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola} leader, Dr Jonas Savimbi. 


The monitored Zaire radio report said the meeting was 
due to take place at the north eastern frontier town of 
Goma close to the Ugandian border. 


It is likely, however, that the meeting will again be held 
at President Mobutu's country retreat, Gbadolite, where 
he met President P.W. Botha last year. 


Zaire radio also gave as a reason for the meeting Presi- 
dent Mobutu’s personal desire for » meeting with Mr de 
Klerk. The meeting takes place three days before Mr de 
Klerk is scheduled to meet President \Cenneth Kaunda in 
neighbouring Zambia, the third Africas: head of state he 
is due to meet since becoming leader of the National 
Party in February this year. 


Van Heerden Denies Arms Support to UNITA 


MB2408041189 Johannesburg Television Service 
in English 0500 GMT 24 Aug 89 


[Excerpts] A spokesman for the American State Depart- 
ment, Mr Richard Boucher, says the United States 
remains confident that the process for finding a peaceful 
solution to the comiict i, Angola will succeed. 


The United States has urged both parties to sign and 
implement an effective cease-fire. [passage omitted] 


Earlier Angolan President Jose Eduardo dos Santos 
accused the United States and South Africa of stil! 
supplying arms to UNITA [National Union for the Total 
independence of Angola]. He added that the UNITA 
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leader, Dr Jonas Savimbi, would lose credibility if he 
went back on the peace agreement concluded in Zaire 
months ago. 


In his reaction to President dos Santos’ statement, South 
Africa’s chief negotiator in the South-West African peace 
talks, Mr Neil van Heerden, reaffirmed that South Africa 
did not supply arms to UNITA. He said South Africa 
observed the tripartite agreement signed by South 
Africa, Angola, and Cuba in New York on 22 December 
last year. 


Police Teargas Tutu, Others at Cape Church 


MB2308 131489 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1311 GMT 23 Aug 89 


[Text] Cape Town Aug 23 SAPA—Church and commu- 
nity leaders, including Archbishop Desmond Tutu, were 
among a group of people teargassed by South African 
riot police outside a church in Guguletu, Cape Town, 
today, the Anglican Church said. 


The church of the Province of Southern Africa [CPSA] 
said in a statement to SAPA the incident occurred after 
the leaders had “successfully defused a threatened con- 
fremtation between police and Guguletu students and 
teachers”. 


Those teargassed included Professor Jakes Gerwel, vice- 
chancelor of the University of the Western Cape; Dr 
Franklin Sonn, rector of the Peninsula Techb~ikon; the 
Very Rev Colin Jones, Anglican dean of Cape Town: and 
Mr Jan van Eck, an opposition member of the South 
African Parliament. 


Teargas was fired by police after some of the leaders had 
emerged from a meeting in St Mary's Church, Guguletu. 
A group of young people had been dancing in front of the 
church. No warning to disperse was given by the police. 
The most senior police officer seen at the scene was a 
Captain Le Roux, the statement alleged. 


Archbishop Tutu, Dean Jones, Professor Gerwel and Mr 
Sonn went as a group to Guguletu today after hearing 
that teachers and students intended to march to the local 
police station to demand the release of detained teachers 
and students, according to the CPSA. 


They went to a Guguletu school where small crowd of 
students and teachers had gathered. Speaking to their 
leaders, the archbishop praised the students and 
teachers, saying they had achieved a degree of joint 
action not usually possible. However, he urged them not 
to embark on their march, according to the statement. 


He said police were likely to use violence to break up a 
march, provoking further violence, and he was anxious 
that non-violent principles should prevail. 


During negotiations with police, who arrived outside the 
school, the police first said people had five minutes to 
disperse. 
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fhey subsequently agreed to give the archbishop and 
other leaders 30 minutes to try to defuse the threatened 
conflict. However, well before the 30 minutes was up, 
police changed their minds and renewed their five- 
minute warning, the statement alleged. 


After further negotiations with police outside the school, 
the leaders asked a small delegation of students and 
teachers to accompany them to the Manenburg Police 
Station to present their demands. This action was 
planned to replace a march. 


The police officer to whom the delegation had been 
referred was not at Manenburg Police Station. When the 
delegation returned, the students had moved to St 
Marys Church to hear a reportback. 


The Archbishop and teacher and student representatives 
addressed the students in the church. The archbishop 
tohi them he would contact the minister of law and 
order, Mr Adriaan Viok, “to say a few things to him 
about the actions of the police, but also to place before 
him the demands of this community, students, teachers 
and parents.” 


He told them: “We are involved in a noble struggle. We 
are involved in a moral struggle. We are involved in a 
struggle that will succeed. We have no doubt that we are 
going to be free. Because we know that we are going to be 
free. we can afford to be disciplined. We can afford to be 
dignified and we need to underline the fact of this 
siruggle being a non-violent struggle. “herefore I ask 
you, when we finish here, I ask you to disperse pceace- 
fully. quietly, in a disciplined way.” 


As the archbishor and the other leaders emerged from 
the church ahead of most of the students, a group of 
students was dancing in the street outside. Most of the 
congregation was beginning to disperse. the statement 
said. 


At that stage, police fired teargas without warning. 


People “fled from the scene” as the archbishop. his 
chaplain, the Rev Chris Ahrends, and Professor Gerwel 
went to join Mr van Eck in remonstrating with the 
police. After a brief altercation with Captain le Roux, the 
archbishop and others left the scene. Students were 
dispersing as they left. 


De Klerk on Breaking ‘Circle of Conflict’ 


MB2308 183089 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1821 GMT 23 Aug 89 


[Text] Bloemfontein Aug 23 SAPA—The future of South 
Africa will not be decided by petty mutual disagreements 
in white politics, Acting State President Mr F.W. de 
Klerk said in Bloemfontein. 


He told a public meeting at the city hall that much 
depended on the will and the ability of the leaders and 
the parties to mse above petty politics and grasp the 
opportunities that the moment offered. Mir de Kierk said 
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a number of factors had led to a slight improvement in 
the political atmosphere and a ray of hope shone through 
the dark clouds of violence and discord that had dark- 
ened South African skies for so long. 


He said economic realities forced the countries of 
southern Africa to look anew towards closer co- 
operation and better relationships in the region. adding 
he had been encouraged by the wide discussions he had 
had with various leaders in South Africa. 


His impression after his discussions with European 
leaders was that the changed atmosphere was causing 
them to carefully reconsider the situation in South and 
southern Africa. 


“The challenge that faces us is not to let the opportunity 
of the moment pass us by. South and southern Africa can 
break out of the circle of conflict which has gripped 11 for 
so long”. said Mr de Klerk. 


Conflict had to be replaced by broader consensus. better 
understanding of one another and eventual agreement 
on a new dispensation that would benefit all. 


Mr de Kierk assured the white electorate that the 
National Party—in its search for a understanding that 
offered full participation to all South Afnicans. with a 
new dispensation on all levels—would give careful atten- 
tion to the safety and interests of whites. together with 
those of other groups. 


22 Aug Press Review on Current Problems, Issues 
MB2208 104289 


{Editorial Report] 


THE CITIZEN 


Editorial Calls for Electoral Support for NP—“We have 
said previously that he deserves the chance to lead the 
country to a new and exciting future.” says Johannesburg 
THE CITIZEN in English on 22 August in its page 6 
editorial of F.\V. de Kierk. “He can now act with the 
knowledge that he ts not only the acting state president 
but virtually certain to become the State President. And 
he has been able to come into the limelight and show he 
will impose his own style and personality on the State 
Presidency.” However. “his party must be returned to 
power with a strength to match his own. For he needs to 
be not just a strong State President. but one whose party 
has a big enough majority so that he can act and 
negotiate from strength.” 


THE STAR 


Government Retains ‘Indefensible’ Laws—The 
“spectacle of watching the NP [National Party] leader- 
ship discussing a negotiated peaceful future—whuile the 
nation threatens to go up in flames again over the NP’s 
Own petty apartheid—is enough to make people weep.” 
remarks Johannesburg THE STAR in English on 22 
August in a page 6 editorial. “The current confrontations 
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between security forces and the MDM [Mass Demo- 
cratic Movement] underline a simple, painful truth: the 
Government feels itself committed to picking a fight 
over principles 1 has renounced. It does not seem to 
understand that it 1s guaranteeing unremitting unrest 
and conflict.” “The issue here is not the State's inalien- 
able mght to govern. It ts its insistence on retaining laws 
that it recognises are unjust, undemocratic and indefen- 
sible. Retaining them, it feels obliged to enforce them. 
And that, by any definition, is provocation.” Therefore. 
if the acting state president is to “defuse the situation™ 
he “cannot afford the luxury of remaining vague.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Armed Struggle Theory ‘Faltering’—“Acting President 
de Klerk’s invitation to black leaders to negotiate the 
removal of obstacles to negotiation—the classical “talks 
about talks —deserves to be put to the test by black 
leaders,” says a page 8 editorial in Johannesburg BUSI- 
NESS DAY in English on 22 August in a page 8 editorial. 
“The attainment of a negotiated settlement to this coun- 
try’s political conflicts is likely to be the work of decades 
rather than weeks but President de Klerk has, by his 
open invitation to ‘talks about talks’, cleared the way for 
prominent black 'eaders to engage him politically. Nego- 
tiation, of course, takes many forms, including negotia- 
tion by refusal to negotiate; but tne time is clearly 
approaching when ‘talks about talks’ -ull be inescapable. 
Meanwhile, such talks do seem to offer more immediate 
prospects of progress than the faltering theory of ‘armed 


strussic’” 
SOWETAN 


No NP Shift on Group Rights—Johannesburg 
SOWETAN in English on 22 August says in its page 6 
editorial: “The National Party is not shifting in its 
position on group mghts as opposec to individual nghts. 
The only thing that it is prepared 1) negotiate is a new 
definition of groups. To the majority of South Afnicans 
apartheid by any other name remains apartheid, and at 
the heart of it is the concept of separate racial groups 
making up South Afncan socicty. These factors alone 
would make De Klerk-style negotiations almost impos- 
sible. but there 1s worse. How does he exrect the hobbled 
and muzzied to come to him for talks? How many black 
leaders are in jail because of their fight for democracy? 
How many of our leaders are banned and restricted? 
How many of our organisations are banned? How many 
of our leaders are in exile? If De Klerk was really serous. 
he would be calling for a ceasefire before negotzations 


with an open agenda.~ 
CAPE TIMES 


Balance of Power in Country ‘Shifting’—“The departure 
of Mr P.W. Botha from Tuynbuys this week has formally 
ended South Africa's militarist era of regional domina- 
tion and domestic repression,” writes Gerald Shaw in his 
“Political Survey” columm on page 6 of Cape Town 
CAPE TIMES in English on 18 August. “Perhaps the 
most significant domestic shifi, unnoticed by many 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA ® 


whites, has been the emergence of black industnal power 
as organised in the trade union movement.” “This 
potential for disruption represents rea! polrtiical power. 
as real in its way as the franchise. and will be a critical 
factor in negotiation. Pretoria may have less room for 
manocu\re than is sometimes imagined. The balance of 
power 1s shifting. There are other changing aspects of 
South Afncan life.” Each day the NP “becomes more 
like the old United Party and much closer to the Dem- 
ocratic Party [DP] than the Conservative Party [CP]. In 
policy, there 1s a steady convergence with both the NP 
and the DP rating negotiation to include the blacks in the 
System a top pnority.~ 


TRANSVALER 


Settlement Parallels Economic Stability —Johannesburg 
TRANSVALER in Afnkaans on 18 August in a page 6 
editorial says: The acting state president “emphasized a 
truth in Houghton which remains too casily im the 
background when onc talks of a constitutional solution. 
It as that political settiement will paralle! economic 
stability.” “Nonwhites will not believe in the advantages 
of a free economy in the capitalist system if they are not 
allowed to sample those advantages. That is why the 
CP's domination policy where only the white hands cut 
bread. presents so much conflict and threat to others.” 


DIE BURGER 


Worrall Eye on Democratic Leadership—* The suspicion 
IS increasing in political circles that Dr Denis Worrall 1s 
so nonchalant about his party's cooperation with the CP 
because he has his eye on the Democratic Party leader- 
ship.” notes a page 14 editonal in Cape Town DIE 
BURGER in Afmkaans on 18 August. It does not 
“concern” Worrall that the DP-CP cooperation ts 
“handing seats to the CP on a platier. He regards ut as 
part of the “work on a new South Afnca.”” Worrall’s 
“excuse 1s that it gives the DP a chance to help an 
infrustructure to its legs in those constituencies. An 
interesting conclusion can be drawn from this: after the 
election the DP 1s going to hold a congress to choose one 
leader. If Dr Worrall has increased his personal support 
in all those extra ‘infrastructures’ he has strengthened his 
chances to win wer they vote for a leader.” 


BEELD 


“Poor Alternatives to Nationalist Government—~ There 1s 
new hope in our politics, new interest in the NP and its 
plans for the future.” notes a page 10 editonal im 
Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans on 2! August. There 
1s also “the awareness of how litth the DP and the CP 
have to offer. At the moment these two parties are little 
more than spectators of a political drama that 1s 
unfolding around the NP and iis voung leader. If they 
had anything with which to grab the imitative, they 
would have used it. Bul the occurrences of 14 August 
confirm how poor the existing ziternatives to a Nation- 
alist government arc.” 
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Editorial on Bush Letter to F.W. de Klerk—~President 
George Bush's letter to Acting State President FW. de 
Klerk 1s more than mere politeness.” remarks a second 
editona!l on the same page. “President Bush's remark 
that the Unnted States 1s prepared to help South Afnca 
with its problems. shows an eagerness in the White 
House to prove its goodwill, But South Afnca can be 
assured such help 1s only offered with cond:tions. such as 
a renewed insistence for the release of political prisoners. 
and meaningful progress with discussions on a new 
constitutional dispensation. President Bush has fre- 
quently been cnticized because he makes concessions to 
the liberal Congress too easily. A new allempt to impose 
even tougher sanctions against South Afnca can be 
expected soon.” 


THE NAMIBIA 

writes in her “Political Perspective” column on page 6 of 
Windhoek THE NAMIBIAN in English on 18 August: 
The Democratic Turnhalle Alliance (DTA) “appears to 
be going all-out in this election campaign. often 
employing very unorthodox and unacceptable methods 
in the process. There seems to be a state of virtual 
hystena among its members and supporters. who are not 
conteat to wait until the election has been held for the 
result. It was revealed this week that they are actually 
approaching people with printed forms to fill in and state 
whether they will vote for the DTA or ‘others’. This 1s 
not only intumidatory to an extreme degree. but alsc 
spoils the secrecy of the ballot.” 


New Public Meeting Act ‘Draconian’—“AG [Admunis- 
trator General] 23, promulgated only recently by the 
Administrator General, Mr Louis Pienaar. 1s a piece of 
legislation probably more draconian than ms prede- 

. Act 22 of 1981, also known as the Notification 
and Prohibition of Meetings Act.” savs the page 7 
editonal. “AG 23 requires all parties participating im the 
Namibian independceice elections to give three days 
notice before the holding of a political rally, and 1 also 
gives more power to the police both to prevent the 
holding of a public meeting. or to disperse ‘hose 
attending it once it has started.” THE NAMIBIAN calls 
upon “the Administrator General to repeal thes law. It 1s 
no good to scrap so-called discnmunatory or oppressive 
legislation, only to substitute it with something worse.” 


THE WINDHOEK ADVERTISER 


Many Questions Await Najoma on Retura to C 

Windhoek THE WINDHOEK ADVERTISER in 
English on 18 August in its page 2 editorial says: Sam 
Nujoma and the “externa! wing of SWAPO [South-West 
Afncan People’s Organization] claim that they have the 
right to the seats in the new government's front row, as it 
was they who had fought for the country’s freedom. We 
beg your pardon sir. You know that this 1s not so. If 
anything had been accomplished by SWAPO. u was 
accomplished by the internal wing. Mr Nujoma should 
also not allow himself to be misled by political misfits 
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whe have in the meantime asked him for pardon. whilst 
ine—who had never even given bread to the hungry —has 
shown no pity for the mnocent vectums maimed and 
killed by hrs Dombs. Never before in histor did onc man 
have to come up with answers to so Many gucstons 2s 
the honourabic gent. Mr Sam Nujoma Sir. your armval 
1s being awaited with greal cagerness ~ 


DIE REPUBLIAEIN 


Nejema Mest Aasweer Questions on Detaineces— 
Windhock DIE REPUBLIKEIN im Afmkaans or [5 
August in a page § edrtora! asks the following gucstions. 
among others. “When will those detained by SW APO in 
underground holes be released”. “There are rumors of 
mass graves in Angola Namimans want to know who are 
buried un those graves”. “Where 1s the Iest of names of 
those murdered”. and “When ss Mr Nujoma returning 
to ans questioas”” “The people be sent ahead 
10 Mice ezver for him can enther not give the 
ances, Or ther memornes tai them ~ 


DIE SLIDVESTER 

Editerial Questions « “TAG Rote in Namibia— The Peo- 
ple’s Liberation Army of Namitha “wanted until the 
armed forces component of the sccurnty forces #25 
weakened —premature!s. in our opmmon—and then 
launched the heaviest attack on South-West.” ports out 
Windhoek DIE SUIDWESTER in Afrikaans on [5 
August im its page 6 cditomal. “We are not satrsfied that 
such an adventure 1s not being planned again A%s 2 
matter of fact. rumors are already making the rounds 
Besides this. there 1s evidence of heavy intumidation and 
cmme m the northern part of the country and i 1s 
difficult to understand why. im such corcumstances. the 
police force strength should be diminrshed—even tem- 
poranly ~ DIE SUIDWESTER beheves the situation in 
the country at presen: pustifies immediate miter ention 
Unies UNTAG[UN Transition Assistance Group) stars 
performing its duties to resist intemidation and prevent 
infiltration. its role im the process should urgently be 
reconsidered ~ 


23 Aug Press Review 
MB 2308094589 


[Ednona! Report} 


THE CITIZEN 


Cali Te ‘Reject’ CP at Polls—“The incident of the 
Chinese family whorn the Conservative Party chief whip. 
Mr Frank le Roux. threatened to evict from hrs house in 


English on 23 August. Le Roux “makes the silly claim 
that supporters of the National Party had taunted him 
that. as a devoted protagonrst of hrs own community life. 
he was. im fact 2lowmng a person who had a differcni 
personal cultural background to hrs own to occupy hrs 
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house.” “To claim he had ‘no alternative’ is utter rot.” 
Therefore, ‘a party that has as its chief whip Mr le Roux, 
and which has been noied for its Whites-only mania in 
places like Boksburg, must be rejected at the polls for the 
harm it does to South Africa’s image and race relations.” 


THE STAR 


Editorial on Foreign Funding Act— ‘ihe prying eye of 
the Government is now entitled to scrutinise the foreign 
funding of any organisation, following the promulgation 
last week of the Disclosure of Foreign Funding Act,” says 
a page 8 editorial in Johannesburg THE STAR in English 
on 23 August. “It makes all organisations suspect until 
proved innocent and gives the Government the right of 
search—even without reasonable grounds.” “The Gov- 
ernment has been taken on trust by all the parties in 
Parliament, but its record in assessing such matters has 
not been fair or broadminded. Indeed, its version of the 
‘national interest’, decoded, has often meant the 
‘National Party interest’. A new law like this makes it far 
too tempting to hobble legitimate opposition, if not now 
then later. We reserve judgment.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


ANC Document ‘Trap’—The page !0 editorial in Johan- 
nesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 23 August com- 
ments on an African National Congress (ANC) docu- 
ment, outlining guidelines for a negotiated settlement in 
South Africa, that was published in Harare this week as 
a draft declaration of the OAU. “The rejection of a prior 
renunciation of violence, combined with the demand for 
negotiations between Pretoria and ‘the liberation move- 
ment’, is a trick to ensure that the ANC wins prior 
recognition as the sole representative of ‘the people’. It is 
a device to force all other anti-apartheid parties, from 
Inkatha to the liberals to dissident unions to the Labour 
Party, to accept as their spokesmen the seedy, declining, 
communist-dominated exile leadership of the ANC. It 
fulfils the ANC’s old demand for a ‘two-sided table’, 
itself on one side and the Nationalists on the other, 
posing a choice between apartheid and socialism. No 
white government can be expected to walk into that 
trap.” “The proper response is not to reject the docu- 
ment, but to develop democratic mechanisms—an alter- 
native tu ‘armed struggle’-—to identify representative 
leaders. To that end, government might do worse than 
embark immediately on the purge of the statute book, as 
proposed by the Law Commission, to eliminate oppres- 
sive legislation and to clear the way for the democratic 
political activity that will be necessary to identify 
internal leaders. It need not await agreement with the 
ANC in order to make a start.” 


SOWETAN 


‘Little Action’ Toward Negotiated Solution—‘‘There 
appears to be a lot of talk these days about a negotiated 
solution to this country’s problems, but very little action 
to make it happen,”’ says the page 6 editorial in Johan- 
nesburg SOWETAN in English on 23 August. “The 
National Party, on one hand, has whipped up a lot of 


ee 
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expectations by brandishing the word negotiations 
around, but when you really look for substance, you find 
none. It has not changed its position on this matter.” “A 
spokesman of the ANC told reporters that his movement 
did not believe that Pretoria was ready to negotiate, but 
said it was important for the ANC to take the initiative 
at a time when the international community seemed to 
want a negotiated settlement in South Africa. Both sides 
are playing politics, but in the end it will be up to the 
National Party to break the stalemate if this country is to 
avoid a bloodbath.” 


CAPE TIMES 


Editorial on Suppression of Nonviolent Protest—*‘As long 
as South Africa is saddled with an unjust political system 
there will be protests, and it is not in the country’s 
interests to suppress those that are non-violent expres- 
sions of frustration or even anger,” observes a page 6 
editorial in Cape Town CAPE TIMES in English on 21 
August. “As it 1s, the irony of Saturday’s events at the 
Strand should noi be lost on anyone. In order to keep 
people of colour off the beaches, they were closed to 
everyone except some policemen and dogs. So on one of 
the fine days in the Peninsula, nobody was able to swim 
or picnic at the Strand. Whites-only pride, we assume, 
was salvaged. That must be the ultimate comment on the 
government’s pusillanimous refusal to scrap its shameful 
Separate Amenities policy and tell its supporters to face 
reality.” 


TRANSVALER 


New NP Initiative—‘Fifteen days before the election 
there are indications the NP is taking the initiative,” 
notes Johannesburg TRANSVALER in Afr. kaans on 21 
August in a page 8 editorial. “A new will to win has 
emerged among the Nationalists now that the leadership 
struggle is over.”” TRANSVALER believes there are two 
reasons for this new attitude. “The most imporiant is 
that Mr F.W. de Klerk has emerged as a leader that not 
only inspires courage and a fighting spirit in his fol- 
lowers, but is also able to unite the voters who still had 
doubts.” A second reason is the “inability of both the CP 
and DP to fulfill their wild promises. As a matter of fact, 
it appears the CP has already forgotten its promises and 
has instead focused on hate politics, with strong under- 
tones of racial intolerance. While the DP’s embrace of 
radical elements is becoming an albatross round its 
neck.” 


BEELD 


Frontline States Must Urge ANC Path of Peace— 
Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans on 22 August in a 
page 10 editorial says: ““The question is what can the 
Frontline states meeting in Harare achieve? If they come 
forward with the simplistic demand that ‘apartheid’ be 
abolished, there is not going to be much progress. The 
Nationalist government also wants to see the end of 
apartheid, but not the disappearance of minority rights. 
Is black Africa, itself flogged by minority clashes, going 
to have more understanding for the constellation of 
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groups that constitute South Africa? Equally important: 
is it going to pressure the ANC to follow Mr Nelson 
Mandela’s example and choose the peaceful develop- 
ment path? It is the most important role black Africa can 
play. If it does so it will find a willing partner in Mr de 
Klerk.” 


WINDHOEK OBSERVER 


SWAPO ‘Major Political Force’-—Windhoek WIND- 
HOEK OBSERVER in English on 19 August in its page 
10 editorial says: “‘We have said it in the past, and we 
repeat it, that the so-called SWAPO torture camps will 
not in the least affect the future. We say now that within 
five years the ANC will be a participant in the political 
process with the present National Party government of 
Pretoria, perhaps not even in a consultative capacity, but 
in a legislative one. These things are inescapable and 
although there has been a distinct turn for the worst 
against SWAPO—especially in the south of the country 
where some sources put it as high as 15 percent—it 
remains a major political force, and nothing the other 
parties could do severally or jointly, could affect this 
reality.” “If the DTA is the winner, it will have to be a 
truly nationalist movement; it will have to eliminate all 
entrenchment of sectarian privileges, it will have to do 
away with white state schools, the way SWAPO would do 
it, or 1t will not survive.” 


DIE REPUBLIKEIN 


Pienaar Must Order Refugees To Leave Camps—“‘It is 
simply unacceptable that the administrator general 
ordered the withdrawal of KOEVOET [counterinsur- 
gency unit] members from SWAPOL [South-West Africa 
Police] and confined them to bases and now believes the 
matter is taken care of,” states Windhoek DIE REPUB- 
LIKEIN in Afrikaans on 21 August in its page 4 edito- 
rial. “Is he not going to do anything about the refugees 
who do not want to leave the camps? The story behind 
this story is clearly the following: ‘Refugees’ refused to 
leave the camps for fear of KOEVOET. Because of the 
KOEVOET ‘intimidation’ it was apparently necessary 
for the Namibian Council of Churches to create sec- 
ondary camps to accommodate these ‘terror stricken 
refugees’.”” However, “there is reason to believe not all 
the people in these camps are Namibians.”” DIE REPUB- 
LIKEIN urges Administrator General Louis Pienaar to 
“order those people who allegedly were afraid of 
KOEVOET, to leave the camps.” 


* Wits University Presents Election Scenario 


34000743b Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES in English 
23 Jul 89 p 24 


[Article by Lawrence Schlemmer, Richard Humphries 
and Louise Stack of Witswatersrand University’s Centre 
for Policy Studies. This is the second analysis of research 
commissioned by the SUNDAY TIMES. In the first 
article, the authors specul.ted that a hung par'iament 
was a possibility. Here they present actual forecasts 
based on polls in five barometer constituencies. ] 


[Text] From 1953 onwards pre-election analysts have 
toyed with the prospect of a setback for the seemingly 
invincible National Party. 
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Often speculation has been contrived in attempts to arouse 
some interest in an otherwise predictable outcome. 


At other times, as in 1987 when the PFP [Progressive 
Federal Party] and the NRP [New Republic Party] 
formed their ill-fated election pact and sounded serious 
about achieving real political leverage, the prospect of a 
reversal for the NP [National Party] was more seriously 
debated. 


For nine general elections this almost ritual assessment 
of polling prospects has been offered. On nine election 
nights the speculative pundits have been embarrassed by 
the well nigh unshakeable consistency of the National 
Party’s performance. 


Apart from a relatively minor reversal in 1970, when 
some English-speaking National Party supporters 
defected temporarily, and in 1987, when the breakaway 
CP [Conservative Party] group took part in its first 
election, the National Party has always humiliated its 
opposition to the delight of some and the repeated 
dismay of others. 


In this election, more than in previous elections, how- 
ever, Opposition voters face serious choices. This time 
their responsibility extends beyond a choice of what kind 
of protest to record. Now there are political risks to take. 


Both the Conservative Party and the new Democratic 
Party have chosen to field candidates in constituencies 
they cannot win without the help of the other. Both 
parties are operating with the legitimate goal of giving as 
many voters as possible the full electoral choice. 


Strategic Voting 


In so doing, however, they are combining, perhaps 
inadvertently, to reduce the National Party vote on both 
its flanks. 


Now there is at least a chance of strategic voting to 
reduce the strength of the governing party to a point 
where it could be forced to co-operate with an opposition 
party to survive a vote of no confidence in the House of 
Assembly. 


This new potency in the role of opposition voters is 
exciting, and like most forms of excitement there is a risk 
attached. There are also some moral dilemmas. 


In some constituencies the NP candidate who could be 
dislodged is much closer to an opposition voter’s own 
views than to those of the other opposiiion. Should an 
Opposition vote be so ruthless in opposing the Govern- 
ment as to risk benefiting an even more antagonistic 
opposition candidate on the other side? 


On the other hand, it also can be argued that for too long 
white South African politics has been locked in a rigid 
two-party mould. The possible benefits of coalition pol- 
itics Or co-operation between parties include greater 
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flexibility in policy and parliamentary decisions which 
have to be carefully negotiated, as is usual in European 
politics. 


For Democratic Party supporters there is the even more 
attractive prospect of such forced co-operation in a hung 
parliament speeding up the pace of change and reform in 
South Africa. 


The assessments of the election outcome which we offer 
are certainly not intended merely as newsworthy elec- 
toral appetisers. They try to offer a basis on which to 
think about the critical choices suggested above. 


Pre-election forecasts are usually based on nation-wide 
surveys of voter intentions. Another approach is to select 
constituencies which can serve as barometers or indica- 
tors of wider trends. 


Because we are interested in the detailed effects of 
possible opposition growth in sensitive constituencies we 
chose the latter approach. 


Five constituencies were selected: Gezina (in Pretoria), 
Randburg, Springs, Wynberg (Cape Town) and Umh- 
langa (Natal). Four were narrow victories for the 
National Party in 1987, against the CP in Gezina and 
Springs and the PFP in Umhlanga and Wynberg. 


Randburg is also similar in a sense because although the 
seat was won in 1987 by the Independent candidate Mr 
Wynand Malan, now co-leader of the DP, the town 
narrowly fell to the NP in the 1988 municipal elections. 


Dominant Support 


In all constituencies either one or both opposition parties 
are powerful contenders, and in the important constitu- 
ency of Springs both opposition parties are likely to split 
the vote for the National Party. 


Telephone interviews in June and early July were com- 
missioned through the experienced organisation Market 
and Opinion Surveys (Pty) Ltd, and were based on 
random sampies of between 275 and 325 respondents for 
each constituency. Questions were asked on voting 
behaviour in 1987, 1988 and for the forthcoming 1989 
election. 


We have used the results to calculate carefully the 
possible outcome in the election as a whole. 


The five varied constituencies were combined to provide 
an indication of trends in voter support for parties since 
1987. The swings in support were adjusted to correct for 
abnormal effects due to growth from small bases and 
applied to the results of the 1987 election. 


In checking our results for 1987 in relation to the actual 
election, it became clear that even though the National 
Party has dominant support in the white electorate, 
National Party supporters in 1987, and possibly in 1989 
as well, were less prone or motivated to vote than CP or 
DP supporters. 
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Distinct Prospect 

This tendency, which is common among supporters for a 
large party in the middle of the political spectrum, may 
again apply to the forthcoming election. On the other 
hand, procedures for exercising prior and postal votes 
have been eased and the National Party may as a result 
enjoy a more favourable turnout. 


We have therefore calculated, constituency by constitu- 
ency, two possible outcomes—one based on a 70-percent 
poll similar to 1987 and one based on a poll of 80 percent 
in which relatively more NP supporters will vote. The 
latter is the more likely outcome. 


The swings between 1987 and 1989, indicated by our 
surveys are as follows: NP, minus 20 percent; CP, plus 20 
percent; DP, plus 17 percent in middle to upper-middle 
class urban constituencies, and plus 40 percent in areas 
where the liberal opposition was small in 1987. 


We made allowance for a reduction of the CP vote by the 
HNP in constituencies where the latter is standing. 


Our estimates of the distribution of seats by party for a 
70 percent poll and an 80 percent poll are given in the 
accompanying tables and diagrams. In the more likely 80 
percent poll the effects of the swings are reduced by a 
higher NP turnout. 


Both scenarios estimated here suggest that a sea change 
can take place in the September election. A hung parlia- 
ment—i.e. the NP gaining 84 seats or less out of 166—is 
a distinct prospect at this stage, with all the opportunities 
and uncertainties that this implies. 


Our calculation of outcome ranges due to marginal seats, 
however, suggests that an overall majority of the NP is 
still narrowly possible, although not the most likely 
outcome at this stage. 


Both opposition parties appear to have grown in size up 
to early July, but the effects of the parties interacting 
with each other wins more seats for the CP than for the 
DP, whose voters are more clustered in fewer large 
constituencies. 


Independent confirmation of our scenarios is provided 
by election analyst Donald Simpson. At our request he 
fed our trends as well as the recent M & M/Rapport poll 
result, corrected for under-representation of the CP, into 
his computer model. 


The results are broadly similar. 

CPS most likely scenario: NP 78, CP 52, DP 36. 
Simpson computer estimate: NP 77, CP 56, DP 33. 
Simpson M & M estimate: NP 72, CP 62, DP 32. 


The results in the tables also show how many seats held 
by the NP are likely to be marginal to the CP and to the 
DP. This is a factor in deciding what the outcome of a 
hung parliament may be, since some insecure candidates 
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may be inclined to work with (or defect to) the party 
which can most easily threaten their seat. Overall, the 
results suggest that the CP will be a stronger electoral 
threat to the NP than the DP. 


Election Machine 


On the other hand, the National Party’s stated political 
programme is much closer to that of the DP than the CP, 
and political realities and challenges in South Africa will 
reinforce this affinity even more over time. 


We consider, however, that it is impossible to predict 
which opposition party will be able to force or persuade 
the National Party to co-operate with it. We also believe 
that it is impossible to say whether the NP will maintain 
unity under such circumstances. 


Our surveys had been largely conducted before the 
announcement of the National Party’s five-year plan, 
which may influence the results. Furthermore, as we 
suggested in our introductory comments, one should 
never underestimate the NP once its election machine 
starts to roll. 


There is still considerable electioneering time before 6 
September, mainly international and local developments 
can still occur, and the trends may alter. 


Furthermore, the threats from the alternative opposition 
party may in the end incline many voters to swing back 
to the NP. Our forecasts cannot be seen as a final 
assessment. 


Whatever the case, these scenarios show that South Africa's 
white electorate is polarising to left and right under the 
impact of recent political and economic problems. 


The future form and course of white government may be 
losing the predictability of past decades. In this situa- 
tion, voters and political commentators have to 
approach their choices more seriously than ever before. 


Estimate 1: 80 Percent Voter Turnout (most likely) 


Seats: NP CP DP 

Cape 42 l 13 
Transvaal 22 44 10 
Natal 6 l 13 
OFS 8 6 _— 
Overall 78 52 36 
(1987) (123) (22) (19+ 2) 


*NP is 6 seats short of overall majority 

*NP seats held with 5 percent or lower majority over CP: 7 
*NP seats held with 5 percent or lower majority over DP: 3 
*CP seats gained as a result of split vote: 9 

*DP seats gained as a result of split vote: 5 

*Marginal Seat Range: NP 68-96, CP 36-59, DP 34-39 


FBIS-AFR-89-163 
24 August 1989 


Estimate 2: With 70 Percent Voter Turnout 


Seats NP CP DP 

Cape 37 5 14 
Transvaal 18 48 10 
Natal 6 1 13 
OFS 4 10 _— 
Overall 65 64 37 
(1987) (123) (22) (19+ 2) 


*NP is 19 seats short of overall majority. 

*NP seats held with 5 percent or lower majority over CP: 4 
*NP seats held with 5 percent or lower majority over DP: 3 
*CP seats gained as a result of split vote: 6 

*DP seats gained as a result of split vote: 2 

*Marginal Seat Range: NP 58-79, CP 52-69, DP 34-40 


The Way the Barometer Constituencies Voted 


Umhlanga 


From being a traditional, opposition-held constituency, 
Umhlanga was captured by the NP in 1987 with a 
majority of 557 votes. The NP had significantly 
improved on their 1981 election ; >rformance when, in a 
three-cornered contest between the NRP and the PFP, 
they polled 35 percent of the vote. 


Their success in 1987 was almost certainly due to much 
greater support from English voters who had previously 
voted for the PFP or the NRP. 


The constituency is a fast-growing, essentially English, 
middle and upper-middle class constituency. It is pre- 
dominantly urban and peri-urban in nature. 


Predicted Outcome 
1987 1989 
NP 52 percent 37 percent 
CP ae 23 percent 
DP (PFP) 48 percent 40 percent 


The outcome will be close. A surprising feature for an 
English constituency is the high support for the CP. 


Wynberg 


Wynberg in Cape Town, like Umhlanga, was also captured 
for the first time by the NP in 1987. Ironically, the 
successful NP candidate was the son of the long-time 
former leader of the UP, Sir de Villiers Graaff. The shift of 
support towards the NP between 1981 and 1987 was 
substantial. In 1981 the NP polled 38.1 percent of the vote. 


This rose to 50.4 percent in 1987. Various factors can 
explain this result: organisational complacency by the 
PFP, a partial student boycott of the PFP and increasing 
English support for the NP. The socio-economic profile 
of the constituency is predominantly lower and lower- 
middle class. 
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Predicted Outcome Gezina 
1987 1989 bid . 
NP 50.4percent 41 percent The NP succeeded in retaining the constituency in 1987 
DP (PFP) 49.Spercent 59percent with a majority of 762 over the combined CP and HNP 
[Reformed National Party] votes. With the HNP not 
Springs standing this year, the NP will have a tough fight on its 


Springs will provide one of the more keenly awaited 
election results. an NP seat, won by a majority of just less 
than 1,000 voters in 1987, its town council has been 
controlled by the CP since last year’s municipal elec- 
tions. This CP victory suggests a growth in CP support in 
the area, and in the East Rand as a whole, since 1987. 


For its part, the DP will be hoping to attract support 
approaching that drawn by the PFP in 1981, when it 
polled 36.4 percent of the vote in a straight fight with the 
NP. In 1987, however, the PFP could only poll 1,325 
votes against the CP and the NP. The socio-economic 
composition of the voters range from middle-class pro- 
fessionals to miners. 


Predicted Outcome 
1987 1989 
NP 48 percent 31 percent 
CP 42 percent 52 percent 
DP (PFP) 10 percent 17 percent 


Without the DP, the outcome would be very close. With 
the DP, the CP appears destined for clear victory. 


Randburg 


More so than any other constituency, the result in 
Randburg is likely to be decided on the basis of the 
personalities of the high-profile NP and DP candidates. 


Pitted against one another are DP co-leader Wynand 
Malan and former National Party MP for Randburg 
Glen Babb. Mr Babb is also a former deputy director- 
general of the Department of Foreign Affairs. 


Previous election outcomes suggest no clear pattern of 
political attitudes in the constituency, other than that a 
close result can be expected. Mr Malan was reasonably 
narrowly elected in 1981 as an NP candidate, winning 
again in 1987 as an Independent, with support from the 
PFP. 


The NP, with support from the two independents, con- 
trols the Randburg town council. The socio-economic 
profile of the constituency is firmly middle class. 


Predicted Outcome 
1987 1989 
NP 38 percent 39 percent 
DP (IND) 56 percent 61 percent 
CP 6 percent a 


The final result could be much closer if CP voters decide 
to support the NP candidate hey appear likely to do 
at this stage. The NP canc as strong as the DP 
contender and this will als equalise the balance 
of strength. 


hands. 


The CP won most of the municipal wards in the constit- 
uency—north of the Union Buildings—in October 1988. 
Its socio-economic profile is generally lower-middle 
class, with many voters employed in the civil service or 
allied parastatals. 


It is an overwhelmingly Afrikaans constituency. 


Predicted Outcome 
1987 1989 
NP 53 percent 53 percent 
CP & HNP 47 percent 47 percent 


The NP majority is slightly enhanced since the 10 
percent of voters who favour the DP are assumed to 
support the NP candidate. If this does not occur, the CP 
will narrowly win the seat. 


* Nine Industrial Projects Approved for Ciskei 


34000755c Johannesburg THE CITIZEN 
in English 21 Jul 89 p 25 


[Text] Bisho—A total of nine industrial projects worth 
over R3l-m were approved in principal for establish- 
ment in Ciskei by the board of the Ciskei People’s 
Development Bank (CPDB) this week. 


A spokesman for the CPDB said a total of 15 projects 
worth over R66-m were submitted to the board for 
consideration and while only one was rejected, decisions 
on five companies had been deferred pending further 
investigation. 


“Should the nine approved projects establish, it would 
mean an additional three projects for Sada in the north 
of Ciskei providing employment for 1,865 Ciskeians, 
two projects for Fort Jackson employing a further 106 
Ciskeians and four projects for Dimbaza with an addi- 
tional 66 job opportunities being created. 


“The largest single investments are from two proposed 
Taiwanese manufacturers in Sada with a combined value 
of just over R18-m providing employment for 1,552 
Ciskeians. 


“These two proposed projects stem from the CPDB’s 
industrial trade mission to the Far East earlier this year. 
A further five projects from the Far East are still under 
review.” 


The two approved projects for Fort Jackson represent 
over R7-m in investment, one a large pharmaceutical 
concern and the other a bakery. 
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Dimbaza’s new proposed projects provide for the man- 
ufacture of industrial detergents, disinfectants and sani- 
tisers; nutrient food supplements and related cosmetic 
products; and, the import, reconditioning and resale of 
bakery equipment. 


* Businessmen’s View of ANC Economic Policy 


34000747a Johannesburg SUNDAY TIMES 
in English 9 Jul 89 p 22 


[Article by Christo Nel] 


[Text] Since the original meeting between a small party 
of businessmen led by Gavin Relly and the ANC 
[African National Congress] in 1985, several more meet- 
ings have taken place focusing on economic and business 
issues. 


In Dakar in July 1987, and again in Lusaka in July 1989 
key debates centred around the economic and business 
issues. 


The obvious question must be whether these debates 
have served any purpose, or whether people who interact 
with the ANC are, according to State President Botha 
and Minister Vlok, no more than useful idiots? 


The answer is unequivocally in favour of having served 
a worthwhile purpose, and makes nonsense of Botha and 
Vlok’s use of Lenin’s maxim. 


It would be foolish to claim that such brief, often 
once-off [as published], interactions have served to fun- 
damentally alter the ANC’s economic policies. There 
has, however, been a discernable sharpening of debate 
and increasing tolerance to listen to one another. 


The ANC’s contributions have become substantially less 
rhetorical and ideological. They are displaying a real 
concern for practical realities and understanding of 
South Africa’s interdependence with and vulnerability to 
international trends. 


Demands 


This level of reflection has by their own admission been 
at least partially due to the demands of responding to the 
realities and limitations of economic growth and distrib- 
utive processes raised in such debates. 


A common mood in the ANC is that these interactions 
with a spectrum of business people and economists have 
forced them to focus on issues that they would otherwise 
perhaps not have addressed so soon. 


The business and economic debate has also shown 
another pleasing development. It is no longer charac- 
terised by the brittle ideas of the rampant free marke- 
teers whose purist philosophies are as impractical as 
their extreme opposites supporting the notions of a 
State-planned ownerless society. 


The debate in Lusaka all but lost the characteristics of a 
socialism versus capitalism debate. 
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The core of the ANC’s debate centred on the need to 
understand that mere dismantling of apartheid was not 
enough. Race domination in both political and economic 
spheres is viewed as the basis of the problem that must 
be resolved if any true freedom and equality is to be 
pursued. 


A mere dismantling of apartheid will not serve to recon- 
struct and transform our society. This has historically 
never been translated into an idea of a “millennia leap” 
or outright nationalisation of the economy. 


Instead the notion of the early Sixties that “nationalisation 
would be based upon a strong private sector,” has now 
started focusing on several more specific dimensions. 


A welcome confluence of ideas centred around the need 
for skills development and retention. 


Crucial 


The oft-stated ANC position that all whites were crucial 
to South Africa and that there was no intention of 
“forcing whites out of the country” was emphasised. 


Both delegations also acknowledged the need for specific 
affirmative action programmes geared both at skills devel- 
opment and overcoming the historic discrimination within 
the workplace specifically, and society generally. 


There is a growing focus on both the growth and distribu- 
tion requirements facing South Africa. This focus was 
shared in Lusaka by the internal South African delegation. 


Both delegations agreed that punitive distributive mech- 
anisms or simplistic nationalisation could not work. The 
ANC emphasised that economic reconstruction required 
to overcome the racial domination in this sphere could 
not be attained by a mere change of ownership and 
control. 


Whatever differences appeared, tended to be related to the 
nature of State intervention and principles of ownership and 
control required to achieve economic transformation. 


The internal delegation emphasised the need for liber- 
ating and empowerment-geared state interventions 
which could serve to overcome the historic educational, 
social and discriminatory inhibitors of personal initia- 
tive and private ownership. 


The ANC were less specific. They reject the notion of an 
ownerless society. They support the need for a mixed 
economy with a definite private sector and therefore 
private ownership. 


They ave however less clear on the nature and extent of 
the economic mix, and the mechanics of ownership. 
Private ownership of capital for workers is still viewed 
with some suspicion as being divisive and diluting 
worker unity. 


Views on State intervention also tend to greater control 
and directive-minded strategies. The feeling relayed is 
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that the nature of the mix and intervention must be “left 
open to programmatic process.” 


Suspicion 


This may raise the suspicion of an attempt at creating 
purposeful nebulousness to deceive business. 


Equally it probably indicates the problem of lack of 
rigour and detail due to lack of practical experience in 
running either business or a national economy. 


The comfort of not having to drive a political economy 
provides space for ideological liberation and resistance- 
geared strategies. This cannot be the nurturing ground 
for responding to the realities of driving the political 
economy. 
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Conversely it is unfair to casiigate a movement in 
isolation for not having yet developed definite clarity on 
economic policy. 


The danger, of course, is that the policies wrought in 
isolation and developed theoretically, may become the 
practice of tomorrow. 


This perhaps, more than anything else, emerged as the 
motivating force for supporting the development of 
ongoing contact between specifically business leaders, 
economists and the ANC. 


At the end of the day, the Lusaka meeting was charac- 
terised by game participants battling with difficult con- 
cepts. It must be infinitely preferable to participants 
playing games and conceptualising battles. 
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Angola 


UNITA Rejects Harare Communique; Resumes War 
MB240805 3089 (Clandestine) Voice of Resistance 

of the Black Cockerel in Portuguese to Southern and 
Central Africa 0515 GMT 24 Aug 89 


[Communique Issued by the UNITA (National Union 
for the Total Independence of Angola) Central Com- 
mittee Political Bureau in Jamba on 23 August—read by 
announcer] 


[Text] 1. It was with surprise and sadness that the 
UNITA leadership listened to the Harare communique. 


2. Many months ago, UNITA warned about the plot 
being prepared against it as an organization, its leader, 
and peace in Angola. 


3. The Harare conference has confirmed our suspicions 
and doubts: 


A. The UNITA leadership questions the role of Gbado- 
lite and its chairman. 


4. UNITA violently rejects te Harare communique. For 
the first time, it does not accept that Africa should 
decide on the leadership of African countries, wherever 
they may be. 


5. The MPLA [Popular Movement for the Liberation of 
Angola] has chosen the path of the armed struggle against 
the desire for peace expressed in Gbadolite. 


6. Yesterday, we stood against colonialism. Today, we 
are against subversion in our country and Africa. 


7. The Harare conference erred because it failed to 
understand what should have been done in Angola. Time 
(?stops here). With this communique, we thank Marshal 
Mobutu for his effort. 


8. UNITA also expresses deep thanks to all African 
countries that wanted to contribute to peace. The 
Angolan peopie hereby express their recognition. 


9. The MPLA has generalized a military offensive since 
17 August. This is a reflection of the Harare conference. 


10. UNITA calls on all its friends to understand all the 
manipulation contained in the speech of General Tony 
and his president, warning about what was to happen in 
Harare. It could be foreseen. 


11. All Angolan people have sadly had to accept that war 
has resumed. 


Soldiers and commanders: Let us move forward in our 
liberating struggle. We are certain that peace is our 
demand. 


For a free fatherland or death! United we shall win! 


[Issued] Jamba, bastion of Angolan resistance 
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23 August 1989 


[Signed] President General of the Army Dr Jonas Mal- 
heiro Savimbi, on behalf of the UNITA Central Com- 
mittee Political Bureau 


UNITA: Savimbi Exile ‘Unacceptable’ 
AB2308170389 Paris AFP in French 0833 GMT 
23 Aug 89 


[By AFP special corresponde xt Bernard Loth] 


[Text] Jamba (southeast Angola), 23 Aug (AFP)}—The 
exile of “our Chairman Savimbi”™ and the integration of 
the National Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola into the Angolan State “are unacceptable to us,” 
and “we shall not compromise,” Secretary General 
Miguel Nzau Puna, second in command of the Angolan 
armed opposition movement has affirmed. Wearing an 
olive green military uniform with a side arm, escorted by 
a few soldiers holding Kalashinkovs in their hands, Mr 
Puna received an AFP special correspondent in a half- 
concealed building in the UNITA capital located 
“somewhere” in southeast Angola. 


Seated facing a map of Angola showing “the liberated 
zones,” the UNITA secretary general punctuated his 
words with taps on the table. “How can Angola, he 
asked, how can other African countries impose the exile 
of Chairman Savimbi and the integration of UNITA 
forces when the latter has not been beaten on the 
battlefield? Only a winner can dictate terms.” “UNITA 
has principles on which we cannot compromise. Our 
friends and enemies ought to know this.” 


For UNITA, Mr Puna continued, the only valid Gbad- 
olite declaration (22 June summit meeting at which 
Angolan President dos Santos shook hands with UNITA 
leader Savimbi) “is the one we know” and which pro- 
vides for reconciliation among Angolans, a cease-fire, 
the setting up of a transitional national union govern- 
ment, and the holding of elections. Unfortunately, Mr 
Puna continued, several of the misunderstandings and 
statements made here and there only add to “the confu- 
sion and increase our distrust.” “There is now talk,” he 
declared, “of a second Gbadolite declaration which 
apparently makes specific mention of exile and integra- 
tion and of a document which was drafted at a meeting 
held behind closed doors by a number of heads of state 
convened at Gbadolite. We are not aware of any such 
document and it behooves the mediating country to 
remove all uncertainties as soon as possible.” 


“If the African solution that some people envisage for 
Angola merely consists in the surrender of UNITA, 
which boils down to putting it in a bag and throwing it 
into the sea, Mr Puna asserted, our reply is that we shall 
never surrender to the MPLA (the Popular Movement 
for the Liberation of Angola—the party in power in 
Luanda). We do not want peace at just any price. We 
want genuine peace through direct dialogue with our 
brothers and compatriots of the MPLA.” The UNITA 
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secretary general raised the following issues that must be 
tackled “in order to continue to make headway along the 
path of a negotaited settlement”: how to control the 
cease-fire so as to avoid violations, what is the future for 
the foreign troops in the country—the South-West 
African People’s Organization (Namibian independence 
movement), combatants for the Soviets, the Katangans 
(Zairian opposition movement). “UNITA is entitled to 
clarifications.” 


“Our willingness to negotiate remains total,” Mr Puna 
added, “‘but we want sincerity from the other side. The 
MPLA has no legality; it was imposed by the Russians 
and Cubans. It must accept elections in Angola, and if 
UNITA loses no one will have the nerve to take up arms 
to continue fighting.” 


Answering a question on the behavior of Cuban troops 
still in Angola, Mr Puna said they were pulling out. “We 
have noticed that they are no longer involved in the 
fighting. They are at the 15th parallel and should reach 
the 13th parallel by the end of October.”’ However, the 
secretary general, assisted by Lieutenant Colonel Zakar- 
ias, in charge of military intelligence, denounced prepa- 
rations being made to launch offensives and even attacks 
already begun in some regions by MPLA troops. He said 
air raids were being launched every day not only in the 
“liberated zones”, but also against the maquis further 
north. In the Cuito Cuanavale sector alone (central 
Angola), the MPLA has notably amassed five brigades 
with a view to capturing Mavinga further south. Four 
other brigades, he said, are charged with driving UNITA 
away from the Namibian border. Finally, 10 brigades are 
planning to seize the regions located to the north and 
west of the liberated zones. 


“What is the MPLA looking for,” Mr Puna asked. 
“Aided by the Cubans, the MPLA was unable to defeat 
us in 14 years of struggle. What does it hope to achieve 
today, now that the Cubans are pulling out.” 


UNITA Comments on Harare Summit 


MB2408065789 (Clandestine) Voice of Resistance 
of the Black Cockerel in Portuguese to Southern and 
Central Africa 0525 GMT 24 Aug 89 


[Text] The meeting of the so-called committee of the 
eight, held in Harare on 22 August, confirmed the 
commitment of certain African leaders to the struggle 
against the Angolan people's just cause. 


Correspondent Jose Chicomo reports from Kinshasa: 


[Begin Chicomo re | Dear Vorgan [Voice of Resis- 
tance of the Blac} | listeners: our revolutionary 
greetings. 


Today, the Angolan issue gained spectacular dimensions 
that concern Africa and are breathlessly watched by the 
whole world. 


The meeting of the so-called special committee for peace 
in Angola closed in Harare on 22 August. It lasted 5 
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hours, and according to AFP, it only reaffirmed the 
principles of the 22 June Gbadolite summit. After that 
summit, the Angolan people learned about a Gbadolite 
declaration. 


After the summit of African heads of state in Gbadolite 
on 22 June, the Angolan people expressed satisfaction 
with the clarity of the Gbadolite declaration and all 
justly believed that it favored a path that would lead 
Angola and its people to a cease-fire ending a 14-year-old 
war, real national reconciliation, the formation of a 
national unity government, general and democratic elec- 
tions in Angola and, ultimately, the- establishment of 
perfect peace in our country. 


Neither UNITA nor the Angolan people created any 
declaration. The only declaration announced to the 
world came from that great summit in Gbadolite on 22 
June and it has served (?as the basis) for the UNITA- 
MPLA-Labor Party peace negotiation process in Kin- 
shasa, under the mediation of Zairian President Mobutu 
Sese Seko. 


The sad and dishonest attitude they now want the world 
[words indistinct] took place in Gbadolite: How will the 
respectable international community perceive it? Africa 
needs to show maturity and [words indistinct] that it is 
capable of solving its own problems with clarity and in 
depth. How can it afford to allow two final and contra- 
dictory documents to come out of the same summit? 


The martyred Angolan people continue to be the target 
of such ploys. It is always UNITA that serves as the 
target for such notorious ploys. Fortunately, Africa and 
the world know the heroic Angolan people and UNITA, 
their revolutionary vanguard. The Angolan people know 
where they come from and are very clear about where 
they are heading. They do not accept just any solution. 
The Angolan people have warring traditions. They are 
not afraid of winds or tempests. The Angolan people are 
not used to marching only on paths or prairies. The 
history of the UNITA-led Angolan people is that they 
will go on marching even where the path is closed. Our 
people will open paths in rocky mountains, valleys, and 
swamps to achieve their goals. The history of the 
UNITA-led Angolan people shows that those who have 
stood in the way of our great forces have always been 
sorry. Nothing and nobody in this world will impose 
solutions or tell UNITA what paths to follow. UNITA’s 
path is for the defense of the Angolan fatherland’s honor 
and dignity. 


[Words indistinct] not suspected of bad things. There are 
many countries in the world [words indistinct] that try to 
understand and support the just causes of those peoples 
who fight for freedom, peace, and democracy. 


Angolan people: Let us all face our patriotic responsibil- 
ities. Let us close ranks. Let us increase our vigilance. 
Our history shows that we are people who have never 
accepted suicide. We must be the ones to find what is of 
use to us. We have always done so in our years as a 
different political organization in Africa. 
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Let us all remain alert. Let us keep our eyes on General 
of the Army Dr Jonas Malheiro Savimbi, our supreme 
leader. He is not fooled by any ploys. As always, let us 
remain attentive to the orders of Gen Savimbi, because 
they indicate the right path. Let us thwart those fools 
who support the integration of UNITA in all kinds of 
places and daydream about our beloved president's 
exile. 


Those who do not know UNITA should try to do so. 
Long live peace. Long live national reconciliation. 


FALA [Armed Forces for the Liberation of Angola], 
hurrah! Hurrah! Hurrah! 


FALA, be strong, strong, strong! [end recording] 


Dos Santos Says UNITA Threatens Accord 


MB2308215289 Luanda Domestic Service in Portuguese 
1908 GMT 23 Aug 89 


[Text] A number of aspects not mentioned in the decla- 
ration adopted at the meeting of the eight in Harare 
yesterday, dealing with the peace process in Angola, were 
discussed today by Comrade President Jose Eduardo dos 
Santos [words indistinct] a reporter of the British news 
agency REUTER, asked the head of state about the 
negative consequences [words indistinct] carried out by 
UNITA [National Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola] near Cubal, and what could happen in the future 
if the UNITA chief continues to reject the peace process 
[words indistinct] at the next summit of the eight, 
scheduled to be held in Kinshasa on 18 September. We 
now bring [words indistinct] you the interview given by 
the comrade president to the REUTER correspondent. 


[Begin recording] [Reporter] Mr President, why do you 
think Jonas Savimbi is behaving like this, by violating the 
cease-fire and rejecting all the Gbadolite undertakings? 


[Dos Santos] He is continuing with [words indistinct] 
and he thinks that he can destroy the Angolan State ~“th 
the backing of foreign allies. However, history has shown 
that this path will not lead Savimbi to the goals he 
intends to achieve. On the contrary. By following this 
path, his failure and defeat will be speeded up. 


[Reporter] So, does this means that the Angolan Gov- 
ernment is not (7happy) with the involvement of many 
foreign countries in this process? There are even those 
who backed the principle of peace, but now they don’t 
seem to be giving their full support to this process. 
Maybe [words indistinct]. 


[Dos Santos] We believe that Savimbi’s traditional allies 
have not in fact ended their interference in the domestic 
affairs of the People’s Republic of Angola. They are, 
namely, the United States and South Africa. 


An important aspect of our plan, actually the first point, 
States that all foreign interference in Angola’s affairs 
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should stop. Bearing in mind that they are involved in a 
peace process, the supply of weapons to Jonas Savimbi 
does not favor the march of such a peace process. On the 
contrary. 


[Reporter] According to the latest information [words 
indistinct] the government, both the United States and 
South Africa are still supplying weapons to Savimbi. 
Besides, is there not a threat in view of the six Cubans 
who were killed in an ambush on 14 August. Cuba has 
raised this issue. In view of Cuba’s [words indistinct] 
worried about the situation. Mr President, do you think 
that the continuation of this war [words indistinct] could 
threaten the peace accords that have been signed? 


[Dos Santos] Naturally. UNITA has been behaving dan- 
gerously. It is still an element of destabilization of 
Angola’s internal situation, and even the region. As you 
know, the New York accords provide for the end of all 
types of South African aid to UNITA. The Geneva 
protocol prohibits UNITA attacks on Cuban forces. As 
UNITA’s main ally, South Africa has made an under- 
taking in this matter. So, the UNITA attack against 
Cuban forces in Angola is a very serious violation of the 
New York accords and [words indistinct]. 


[Reporter] Could this endanger the (?peace accord)? 


[Dos Santos] Naturally, and we think that the Cuban 
Government and President Fidel Castro have had the 
right attitude in addressing the secretary general, issuing 
a warning. However, we think that we should seriously 
assess this situation within the framework of the com- 
mission for the control of the implementation of the New 
York accords in order to adopt the most appropriate 
measures. [end recording] 


Creation of Peace With Zaire Subcommission 


MB1808101289 Luanda ANGOP in French 1930 GMT 
17 Aug 89 


[Text] Luanda, 17 Aug (ANGOP)—Angola and Zaire 
decided in Luanda on | 5 August to create a joint special 
commission to implement the protocol on establishing a 
subcommission to maintain peace between the two 
countries. 


Zaire suggested the protocol, which was accepted by 
Angola at the fourth meeting of the joint Angolan- 
Zairian defense and security commission in Luanda on 
15 August. This was revealed in a communique issued at 
the end of the meeting. 


The communique states discussions occurred in an 
atmosphere of cordiality and focused on ways to guar- 
antee the effective functioning of the joint Angolan- 
Zairian subcommission for maintaining peace along the 
common border. 


Defense Minister Pedro Maria Tonha Pedale led the 
Angolan team to the meeting. Likulia Bolongo Ling- 
bangi, secretary of state for national defense, led the 
Zairian delegation. 


20 SOUTHERN AFRICA 


It should be noted that the joint commission holds 
regular meetings in Luanda and Kinshasa, as stipulated 
by the 9 February 1985 Angolan-Zairian defense and 
security accord. 


The date and place of the next meeting will be fixed 
through diplomatic channels. 


Namibia 


Nujoma Delays Return To Seek Campaign Funds 
MB2308152789 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1445 GMT 23 Aug 89 


[Text] Windhoek Aug 23 SAPA—SWAPO’s [South- 
West African People’s Organization] president. Mr Sam 
Nujoma, would not be returning to Namibia for August 
26, the 23rd anniversary of the start of the armed 
struggle between SWAPO and security forces, the organ- 
isation’s information and publicity secretary, Mr Hipido 
Hamutenya, said in Windhoek today. 


SWAPO was engaged in a very expensive election cam- 
paign and “the big gun”, Mr Nujoma, had been invited 
by friendly countries to discuss “contributions” and he 
“had to make all those rounds” before returning to 
Namibia. 


SWAPO head of foreign liaison the election directorate. 
Mr Theo-Ben Gurirab, confirmed SWAPO would be 
holding a rally at Katima Multo in Caprivi on Saturday 
[26 August}. 


“The struggle that has made it possible for us to come 
back home...for UNTAG [UN Transition Assistance 
Group] to be here... for representatives of governments 
to be here as observers...started in that part of our 
country. That is where the initial actions of the People’s 
Liberation Army of Namibia (SWAPO’s military wing, 
PLAN) commenced. 
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“We are going back 1» that region to say a job well 
done...to thank them for the sacrifices that they made 
and to exhort them to do the same in the present struggle 
for the ballot box.” Mr Gurirab told a media briefing. 


He said a senior SWAPO official would address the rally 
and confirmed to SAPA that the organisation's admin- 
iStrative secretary, Mr Moses Garoeb. was scheduled to 
make a speech. 


Zambia 


Government Ups Corn Meal Price by 60 Percent 


MB2308 185089 Lusaka Domesti Service in English 
1800 GMT 23 Aug 89 


[Text] The government has increased the producer price 
of maize from 108 kwacha to 125 kwacha per 90 kg bag. 
and at the same time the price of mealie meal goes up by 
about 60 percent with immediate effect. A government 
spokesman announced in Lusaka today that breakfast 
mealie meal! will now cost 114 kwacha, 50 ngwee, from 
70 kwacha for a 25 kg bag. while roller meal will sell at 82 
kwacha, 30 ngwee. from 52 kwacha. 


The spoke,man also disclosed that the face value of the 
mealie coupons has also been raised from 13 kwacha to 
21 kwacha for those earning less than 20,500 kwacha a 
year in urban and peri-urban areas. He said the party and 
its government was encouraged by both peasant and 
commercial farmers’ good output during the last two 
seasons, and it has been decided to award them with an 
increased producer price. 


Since the current marketing season began in May. the 
increase on the price of maize. which also includes the 
maize already delivered for resale rebate. will be made to 
cover the difference. The spokesman said it was the 
intention of the party and its government to continue 
boost price and [words indistinct] incentives to enhance 
agricultural output. 
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Cape Verde 


* President Discusses Current Regional Events 
34420115 Lisbon EUROPEU in Portuguese 
12 Jul 89 pp 2-3 


{Article by Augusto de Carvalho] 


[Text] The language of the 1960's, still current in many 
political arenas at the end of the 1980's, is impeding the 
resolution of delicate problems in Africa, and does not 
promote the conditions necessary for undertaking a 
dialogue, the only realistic path with lasting effects, now 
that the weapons talks have shown themselves to be 
inoperable, succeeding only in destroying people and 
throwing them into misery. 


This is the thinking of Cape Verde President of the 
Republic Aristides Pereira, who received us in his 
working office in Cidade da Praia for an informal talk. 


Recourse to weapons does not constitute a part of his 
language. Cape Verde. which is undertaking a Herculean 
effort to attract industry, which it vitally needs, to its 
territory, imposes only one restriction: no weapons 
industries ever, even under the most profitable sce- 
narios. Aristides Pereira’s political influence on the 
Black Continent, in particular on questions more closely 
affecting Pastuguese-speaking countries, far exceeds the 
territorial expanse of his small country. 


Discreet Work 


Aristides Pereira distinguishes himself among the great 
African politicians by the discreet work that he under- 
takes, when the items in question are of great impor- 
tance, as occurs with the building of bridges between 
extreme political positions, which he is always trying to 
bring closer together so that each side can understand the 
other’s point of view. Hence all the secret meetings to 
which he has been witness, protagonist and host during 
these recent years after independence. 


Change of Language 


With respect to the change in language, Aristides Pereira 
understands that it is 2 necessary condition for resolving 
the problem of apartheid, the primary source of the 
political instability that southern Africa has passed 
through. And he looks even farther: He believes that 
establishment of normal diplomatic relations with South 
Africa is a relevant step for the dismantling of the racial 
system. For every country? we ask. 


Aristides Pereira believes so, and his political 
“entourage” believes that it is more efficient to posi- 
tively reinforce those in South Africa who want citizen- 
ship extended to all South Africans, and they are many, 
even among the whites, than to fight the racist faction, 
from outside tic borders, with inadequate arguments 
that rather serve to confirm their fears. 
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Aristides Pereira hints that the ANC’s [African National 
Congress] language is typical of the 1960's. when the 
world certainly passed through major changes. In the 
view of the Cape Verdear president. who believes that 
after the relaxation of tensions between the superpowers 
the conditions are appropriate for Afmca to resolve for 
itself the problems affecting its people. 1 1s urgent to 
proceed to an intensive analysis of the current sociopo- 
litical reality on the Black Continent. In Ghadolite it was 
Africa that was present. now the masicr of a new 


language. 


He spoke to us. while on the subject. of the ad hoc 
meeting of the OAU. which took place the beginning of 
this year, precisely to analyze the situation in South 
Africa, taking apartheid into account. Anstides Pereira 
believes that the tendency persists of considering the 
institutionalized racism in Pretoria within the colonialist 
framework. incorporating that interpretation into the 
struggie. The reality, however, is of a different essence: 
Both whites and blacks are South Afncans. The problem 
is not one of colonization, but of citizenship. 


In spite of that, an inadequate and inappropriate lan- 
guage is still sometimes utilized. primarily by certain 
elements of the ANC. 


“What ts in question in South Africa. as. to be sure. in 
other points of the globe. 1s the struggle for civil rights. 
while keeping in mind that the situation cannot change 
from minute to minute.” The OAU will meet again soon. 
to study a strategy that will help South Africa put an end 


to apartheid. 


The Question of Angola 


We met with Aristides Pereira on 29 June. shortly after 
his return from Mobutu Sese Seku'’s home village of 
Gbadolite, which is to be fixed in history as the great step 
or, if you will, the great door that has been opened for 
peace in Angola. Eighteen heads of state attended. as well 
as two representatives (from the king of Morocco and the 
president of Tanzania), held under the auspices of the 
president of Zaire, who has thus risen to a high position 
in the esteem of his counterparts, among at least some of 
whom he had suffered a somewhat deteriorated image. at 
least partly because it transpired that at certain times he 
was part of the Angolan conflict. actively assisting cither 
the FNLA [Angolese National Liberation Front] or 
UNITA [National Union for the Total Independence of 
Angola]. He has now associated this truly universal 
gesture with the village of his birth. With the nght of 
being a part of the map of history. 


Aristides Pereira had already contacted UNITA at the 
request of the Angolan Government. In a press confer- 
ence at Praia, capital of Santiago Island and Cape Verde. 
he praised “the realism, courage and patriotism™ shown 
by Jose Eduardo dos Santos, whom he called the “highest 
authority of the Angolan people.” but he also called 
Savimbi one of the two highest authorities: “Worthy of 
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note is the behavior of the two highest Angolan author- 
ities, who demonstrated great patriotism and responsi- 
bility and the will to advance along the road to peace for 
the reconstruction of Angola.~ 


With this gesture of reconciliation the president of Cape 
Verde also puts himself in alignment with the “will of all 
Africa.” 


The Gbadolite Summit 
Hearing all this we could not neglect to hear Anstides 
Pereira on Ghadolite. the preparation for which, taking 


Gbadolite to mean a dialogue between opposites, he had 
been working for many years. 


Anstides Pereira was happy to know that “Franca” had 
been charged with guiding and heading the Angolan 
delegations. It had been he. along with Rodrigues Kito. 
who had first met with the South Afiicans, in a secret 
meeting on the Ilha do Sal. The president of Cape Verde 
credits him with the qualities of deep consideration and 
good sense, incap, (ble of radical speech or attitudes. 


In this case, says Aristides Pereira, the important thing 
was to lead the «ngolan Government to undertake direct 
dialogue with. the opposition. “It was accomplished, 
which I frankly consider positive,” he added. “And there 
they are, since yesterday. negotiating in Kinshasa.” 


But not everything was easy and peaceful in Gbadolite. 
Aristides Pereira raised the veil slightly. 


The exchange of impressions among the 18 presidents 
began to deviate toward topics that did not lead to the 
finding of a solution for the problem. It was not at all 
conducive to head in that direction. such as discussing 
some objections or simple observations that Savimbi 
had made to Mobutu. 


“It involved problems internal to Angola that were not 
within our purview to resolve. It was indispensable to the 
successful outcome of the summit and for peace that we 
remain on the basic pillars. from which the Angolans 
could negotiate or discuss.” said Aristides Pereira. 


Those pillars were and continue to be the cessation of 
hostilities, the integration of UNITA into Angolan 
society, including the armed forces and the political 
framework, and the voluntary withdrawal of Savimbi. 


Savimbi proposed the word “participation” instead of 
“integration,” but 1 was understood that it s\ wuld be the 
Angolans who would discuss the rest among themselves. 
as well as the practical implementation of those three 
principles. having created a mixed commission to fulfill 
this, under the presidency of Mobutu, whe would be 


responsible. 


“It involves a process of negotiation that will not be 
brief, but it is encouraging to see Franca lead the work, 
being the oldest.” and more knowledgeable in these 
questions involving. more or less closely. South Africa. 
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Future of the Agreement 


And what ts the future of this agreement? In Aristides 
Pereira’s view, it 1s something very senous: The two 
authonties would publicly assume the commitment to 
proceed to the construction of peace based on the 
principles enumerated above. The president of Cape 
Verde believes that it 1s no longer possible to return to 
the point of departure, because the fratricidal war has 
been called into question. and no one will be able to 
convince the fighters, once weapons have been laid 
down, to fight again. This, in fact. was what happened in 
the colonial war. following 25 April, with the Portuguese 
soldiers refusing to man their weapons, which tremen- 
dously encouraged the liberation movements. Anstides 
Pereira made reference to this episode when speaking 
about Guinea, and we added Mozambique and could 
have added Angola. 


Recognition of UNITA 


Jonas Savimbi did not participate in the meeting of the 
chiefs of state, but he was called upon at the end to hear 
their conclusions and he himseif presented his recom- 
mendations. The truth is that the Government of Angola 
also recognized the existence of UNITA as a negotiating 
party. and there was symbolic meaning in the handshake 
between the Angolan president and Savimbi. 


What is the meaning of the expression “political with- 
drawal of Savimbi?” The exp. ession is not sufficiently 
clear to dissipate all doubt. Most of the heads of state 
present in Gbadolite understood it to mean Savimbi's 
renouncing political power for 2 years or, as others say. 
his withdrawal from the Angolan political scene. 


In a press conference Aristides Pereira clarified: “In the 
presence of the 20 African states present at the meeting 
there were commitments on the part of President Jose 
Eduardo dos Santos and Dr Jonas Savimbi as president 
of UNITA. We were convinced that those two high 
authorities are committed to assume and fulfill the 
commitment they made in front of the Afncan heads of 
state. There is nothing to indicate that Dr Jonas Savimbi 
intends to flee from the commitments that he has 
assumed. The issue is not whether he should leave 
Angola. The problem is his withdrawal from Angolan 
political life. A temporary and voluntary withdrawal.” 


In addition to the military situation on the ground that 
could now worsen for UNITA, as assistance from the 
USA and South Africa ts cut. Savimbi's adherence to the 
principles of Ghadolite have rehabilitated him in the 
African international scene where he had been unani- 
mously considered an ally of racist South Africa against 
Black Africa. Now he resurges with the blessing of 20 
heaus of state. 


Example for Mozambique 

What happened in Gbhadolite could serve as an example 
for Mozambique and there have already been move- 
ments in that regard, although Renamo [Mozambique 
National Resistance] cannot be compared with UNITA. 
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Anstides Pereira, so moderate in language. says that they 
are truly armed bandits and that. while in the case of 
UNITA ut was known that the organization obcyed 
Savimbi's orders, in Renamo re one knows who really 
commands whom. There is the impression thal some 
South Afncans command, and also Afonso Diakama. 
but there is great fragmentation among disperse and 
uncontrolled groups. 


Cooperation with Portugal 


We could not let the occasion pass without questioning 
the Cape Verdean president on cooperation with Portu- 
gal. a country that he will officially visit the end of July. 
An official visit of 6 days that. afterwards, will be 
prolonged “to see my many friends and to rest.” 


“Cooperation with Portugal is on the nght path.” said 
Anstides Pereira, and “especially now that we have 
passed by the stage of cooperation at the state level to a 
more open form that also includes private enterprises. 
There will be greater cooperation between the peoples of 
the two countnes after we have passed the stage of 
activities between the two governments.” 

Laws and regulations have recently been formulated to 
promote that type of collaboration, among which the 
most noteworthy is the foreign investment law. 


The Question of Parties 


Also noteworthy is the law recently formulated regarding 
municipal elections. In a country that, despite professing 
ideological pluralism, maintains the political reality of a 
singir party that administers society, independent can- 
didates will be able to compete in the next municipal 
elections, provided that they are supported by citizen 
petitions comprising the signatures of about 1/10 of the 
voting population. 


“Does this mean that the same methodology could be 
extended to the legislative elections?” we asked Presi- 
dent Anstides Pereira. 

He said that the methodology for the municipal elections 
was based on the Cape Verdean experience after having 
analyzed the paths followed for deepening the demo- 
cratic process, “keeping in mind the characteristics of 
the Cape Verdean man and the development of the 
society in which he exists.” Neither honzons nor limits 
to this methodology have been fixed. It is a process 


leading to the development of new expernences that have 
to be equated. 


Open Defense 


Meanwhile we contacted varnous political personalities 
belonging to the state apparatus and the Party. who are 
of the opinion that the country has to move toward a 
multiparty regime, for the creation of which the expen- 
ence of the autarchies can be particularly useful and an 
incentive. This theory is openly supported in Party 
meetings, at the highest level. by some of its members. 
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“If the people organize themscives to vote for a partc- 
ular candidate in the autarchies. «| makes no sense for 
that organization to cease to carst on the day of the 
election.” one high Party official tokd us. and added. “we 
cannot remaim here im rsolatiun m a world that 1s 
evolving precisely im the pluralist direction.” And he 
mentioned Poland and Hungary 


Ne dy Decree 


The Party first secretary on the Island of St Vincent. a 
young and promising cadre. rs engineer Inocencio Sousa. 
who speaks unhesitatingly in summarizing the problem 
for us: “It rs not within our strategy to form partes by 
decree We have venfied that there do not yet cust 
organized political sensibilities for the formulation of 
parties. When these carst let them appear Theie are 
Cape Verdeans who talk mn foreign countnes and we say 
to them. “Come back im here. vou have a place ~ 
referring to the municipal clections “The vorces that 
disagree with the government cannot be forgotten. so 1 
was necessary to create legislation so thes could express 
themselves in an organized manner Returning t the 
party problem: “We could very well be on the verge of 
creating parties. which would be a new stage im our 
political process. but 1 1s nol among our intentions io 
found parties from top to bottom. It 1s the organized 
ciuzenry that must demonstrate 


Anstides Pereira 1s cautious. As the popular adage goes. 
“slowly, because i am im a hurn 


The Gambia 


BBC Interviews President on Troop Withdrawal 
AB2208224789 London BBC W orld Service in Enelish 
1618 GMT 22 Aug 8&9 


[From the “Focus on Afinca™ program] 


[Text] Gambia has become the latest victim of Sencgal’s 
detenorating relations with her neighbors Pelations 
with Maurttama have been broken off and there 1s a 
simmering dispute with Guinea-Bissau. Then on Friday 
{18 August] Dakar announced that u was pulling sts 
troops out of Gambia. But until today. there has oeen 
confusion about the real position. Today though. senor 
Senegalese ministers have been to Banjul to clanfy the 
position with President Jawara in person. On the line. 
Julian Marshal asked the president if ut has been con- 
firmed that the Senegalese are going home 


[Begin recording] [Jawara] Yes. they are to be with- 
drawn. In fact. I received this morning the Sencgalese 
minister of defense who came here as a special envoy of 
President Abdou Diouf to cxplain the circumstances 
which led his government to withdraw the Senegalese 
troops and the explanations given are (“perfectly ) accept- 
able and understandabic. 


[Marshal] What were those reasons. President Jawara” 
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{Jawara] No, I do not think it is (?necessary) to explain 
the reasons, but they are quite... [changes thought] | 
mean my government and | are quite satisfied about the 
explanation given. 


[Marshal] We have the right in assuming that those 
reasons are to do with Senegal’s present conflict with 
Mauritania. 


[Jawara] Well, I arn not sure that it has something to do 
with the need of the Government of Senegal at the 
moment. 


[Marshal] In fact, President Jawara, it was first reported 
that Senegalese troops were going to be withdrawn last 
Friday and it was then suggested that perhaps The 
Gambia was not entirely happy with the method with 
which that was being done and that perhaps you had not 
been properly consulted. 


[Jawara] Yes, that is true. We were not consulted actu- 
ally. It came all of a sudden on that Friday morning. The 
men reported that they had instruction to leave that very 
day But it turned out, from the explanation given me 
this morning by the Senegalese minister of defense that 
there was a misunderstanding and some confusion there, 
which led to [words indistinct] given, because the min- 
ister had intended to visit here earlier so as to give me 
this message, the mission that he did this morning. He 
was to come earlier but for some reason it was post- 
poned. And without instruction somebody, somwhere, 
went ahead and gave this instruction. It was a misunder- 
standing among themselves there and a full explanation 
was given to me this morning. 


[Marshal] Did you, in fact, summon this Senegalese 
defense minister to give you a proper explanation? 


[Jawara] No, | would not summon him jlaughter]. I had 
a discussion with President Abdou Diouf when this 
happened and he promised to send his minister of 
defense. So, he had to come, anyway, before these 
instructions were given, to come heie in person and give 
me an explanation. 


[Marshal] So, you are not entirely happy with the state of 
affairs and with the intended withdrawal of Senegalese 
troops? 


[Jawara] [Words indistinct]. 


|Marshal] How would you like to describe relations 
between Senegal and Gambia at present, particularly 
within the context of the Senegambia Confederation? 


[Jawara] Well, our relationship with Senegal has always 
been special and privileged. We refer to it as a privileged 
relationship. As far as the Senegambia Confederation is 
concerned, we have, in fact, discussed ic fully this 
morning. We both think really that the Confederation, as 
it stands now, needs a thorough review because the 
circumstances in which it was set up have changed 
considerably and already steps have been taken from our 
side, and now from the Senegalese side, to see that we 
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should have a thorough review and put the confederation 
on a basis which is entirely satisfactory to both sides. 


[Marshal] Will it be true to say, President Jawara, that 
perhaps you are somewhat fed up with Gambia contin- 
ually being treated as the justor partner and that your- 
self, tor instance, are perhaps somewhat fed up at being 
permanently vice president of the confederation? 


[Jawara] Yes, yes, but | would not use the term fed up. 
But, I have made the point formally to my Senegalese 
partners that the structure has to be reviewed so that, 
well... [changes thought] One point in particular is that 
the presidency of the confederation should rotate, as we 
feel is more appropriate between independent sovereign 
states And in my discussion this morning with the 
Senc ilese minister of defense, who came here with a 
message from President Abdou Diouf, this is entirely 
acceptable to the Senegalese. A thorough review is nec- 
essary so that what structure we finally agree to put in the 
place of this present arrangement will be fully acceptable 
to both sides. 


[Marshal] So, you would say that reports of the confed- 
eration’s death are grossly exaggerated. 


[Jawara] Grossly exaggerated. Maybe it is a little erro- 
neous, I mean a little bit [words indistis.ct] of an ailment. 


[Marshal] President Jawara, thank you very much, 
indeed, for sparing your time. Goodbye. 


[Jawara] Thank you, bye bye. [end recording] 


President Receives Mauritanian Foreign Minister 


AB2208 184589 Paris AFP in French 1513 GMT 
22 Aug 89 


[Text] Banjul, 22 Aug (AFP)—Gambian President 
Dawda Jawara today in Banjul received the Mauritanian 
foreign minister, Major Cheikh Sid‘Ahmad Ould Baba, 
who brought a message from the Mauritanian head of 
state, Colonel Maaouiya Ould Sid‘Ahmed Taya. 


After the audience, the minister pointed out that the 
message dealt with bilateral relations and was not con- 
nected with the Senegalese-Mauritanian dispute. Mr 
Ould Baba was expected to leave Banjul this afternoon 
for Conakry where he is expected to deliver a message to 
the Guinean head of state, General Lansana Conte. 


Nigeria 


* Rich, Poor Citizens’ Lifestyles Examined 


34000696c Lagos THE AFRICAN GUARDIAN 
in English 17 Jul 89 pp 12-16 


[Article by Paul Nwabulkwu with Chukwuemceka Gahla, 
Abdul Oroh, Debo Adesina, Ben Ayodele (Kaduna), 
Mike Ubanl (Newl) and Mike Oghenede (Warri): “A 
Tale of Two Nigerias; The One Swimming in Opulence 
and Splendour, the Other, Forlorn and Mired in 
Misery”] 

[Text] Femi was angry. He had been sitting in the VIP 
lounge of Murtala Mohammed Airport, Lagos, for four 
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hours now. The flight had been put off three times 
already, and only God knew when he would get to Port 
Harcourt. Getting up, he strolled to the shops located in 
the main departure hall. Casually. he ordered a bottle of 
perfume for mummy. Price: 1,000 naira. He remembered 
his girlfriend, Nike. Hell would break loose if he didn’t 
get something for her. He got the cute Baldimin pure- 
leather handbag for her. Price: 3,250 naira. Oh well, he 
thought, might as well get something for Toyin (his 
sister). Those skin shoes don’t look too bad. Price: 1,500 
naira. He didn’t see anything suitable for Auntie Lara; 
and her birthday was in a week's time. He would just 
have to take her and uncle to that Chinese place in Port 
Harcourt for dinner. Their charges were alright. Price: 
450 naira. 


Just then, the husky-voiced announcer came on again. 
The flight had been cancelled, she said, till the next day 
“because of unsuitable weather conditions.” Cursing, 
Femi went to get his luggage from the VIP lounge. He 
would just have to hire a car till the next day. Price: 1,500 
naira. Regretfully, he thought of his new Mercedes 230 E 
in Port Harcourt. Price: 285,000 naira. 


Isaac Kayode got up at 6 a.m. He got ready for the trip in 
his rented canoe to the Ikorodu beach. He was 35 but he 
looked 20 years older. For 20 years now he has been a 
sand-digger. One day with good weather, he would make 
the trip in 12 hours. But it sometimes got so bad that he 
would spend a day or two in the middle of the lagoon, 
curled up in his canoe, praying as his canoe was being 
buffetted by the waves. It was a very dangerous job; too 
risky for the paltry 30 naira he got at the end of each trip 
from the canoe owner. But he had a wife and seven 
children to look after. It was a hard life, but no better for 
the rest of his neighbours in Ebute-ljaya, Shomolu, 
Lagos. 


Gordon Gondwe and Ahmed Ambashadi are no Gani 
Fawehinmis nor Tai Solarins. They are certainly not the 
kind of people one could accuse of such ungentlemanly 
pursuits as extremism or radicalism. In fact, they are 
both officials of the body leftists are wont to describe as 
the “international debt-collection agency.” the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund, (IMF). Yet the two have deliv- 
ered the most telling indictment so far of the Structural 
Adjustment Programme (SAP). Gondwe is the fund’s 
Assistant Director in charge of African Affairs while 
Ambashadi is the Director, External Relations. At the 
World Press conference they addressed at Abuja as part 
of activities marking the 25th anniversary of the African 
Development Bank, the IMF officials had declared: 
“The pains of SAP are such that they are not widely 
spread. In particular, the poorer population does not 
benefit in the same pace as the other people in privileged 
position.” 


Their clarification is of rather doubtful value: “Nigeria 
can only complain of economic problems in a situation 
where you go to hospitals and there is no trace of a tablet; 
when you go to a school and there are no textbooks; 
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where when you go into a shop and there is not a single 
thing to sell and you have people just standing about.” 


But the main point stands—while millions of Nigerians 
are suffering under the hardest economic conditions of 
post-independence Nigeria, a minority are having a ball, 
living it up, jetting across the world, living in homes that 
would put in Arab Sheik to shame, eating food imported 
from across the oceans and wearing clothes that are right 
now in vogue in Paris and London. 


The situation is certainly worrisome not just because 
SAP, at least on paper, is supposed to engender self- 
reliance and a certain prudence in the lives of Nigerians. 
In a very real sense, it is a heart-breaking tale of a 
country which, to all practical purposes, is composed of 
two nations, the larger part, a wretched monument to 
misery and the smaller, a testament to what fast, fur- 
tively obtained wealth can do. 


There is nothing new about wealth and poverty. The 
poor, said Christ in the scriptures, will always be with us. 
This is tragic but it is also an undeniable truth of history. 
But the “Victoria Island-Maroko Syndrome’’—the inci- 
dence of conspicuous wealth jowl to jow! with conspic- 
uous poverty seems to be on the rise. 1,281 billion of this 
year’s budget of 30,107 billion naira was set aside for 
agriculture. Among others, this was to be used in con- 
structing more feeder roads, to subsidise agricultural 
input such as fertilisers and encourage the production of 
cash crops. 


But many farmers, especially subsistence farmers in the 
rural areas across the nation, have not felt the impact of 
these lavishly publicised figures and statement of inten- 
tions. Hamza Okunola Akaran of Ona-Ara local council 
in Oyo State complains bitterly that “A farmer's cutlass 
which sold for 5 naira in 1983, 30 naira in 1986 now sells 
for 120 naira!’ Okunola, a subsistence farmer, adds that 
fertiliser remains ““damn costly.” 


Professor Olasupo Ladipo, a former teacher at Obafemi 
Awolowo University, OAU now a farmer in Iwo, Oyo 
State, adds that fertiliser now sells for 15 naira a bag as 
against 10 naira last year, the price of herbicides has 
“gone up the roof” by as much as 600 percent. “The 
gains that would have accrued to farmers have been 
sapped away by rising cost of inputs,”’ continues the 
professor. 


The result of all this is that subsistence farmers are not 
any better off, with the possible exception of the cocoa 
farmers in Ondo and other parts of the west. And prices 
are going in the only direction they know in Nigeria— 
upwards. 


Pa Onyia Osele, 85, who lives in Ajegunle, Lagos speaks 
for many Nigerians when he asks: “How you go happy 
when you no see garri chop, no water to drink but the big 
people dey live for different world?” The octogenarian’s 
ricketty “patako” house, built of planks and bamboo 
sticks, was put up in 1967. His is certainly a different 
world from that of Nigeria’s fabulously rich. At current 
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rates, it costs between 2,000 naira and 2,500 naira for 
each square metre of well-furnished house in a low- 
density area. This is almost twice the annual salary of 
Nigerians on the current minimum wage of 125 naira. At 
New Victoria Island, a new abode of the super wealthy 
which has an obscene proximity to the slums of Maroko, 
glass, and marble palaces are going up at a feverish pace. 
Ajose Adeogun Street, Etim Inyang Crescent and other 
streets in the neighbourhood are awash with the elegant 
structures of many and different designs. Many of these 
houses have facilities such as a jacuzzi bath, bars, tennis 
courts, fountains, squash courts, kitchens finished with 
solid timber cabinets, decorative ceramic tiles. Assessing 
the buildings an architect told THE AFRICAN 
GUARDIAN that each of the houses cost at least one 
million naira. 


However, some of the more expensive houses are built 
through corporate efforts, reflecting the fantastic profit 
margins of many companies. UAC of Nigeria whose cash 
register reveals a profit of 101.1 million naira as against 
last year’s 50.9 million naira is currently financing five 
blocks of duplexes for staff at Glover Road, Ikoyi Lagos. 
The first phase of two blocks has been completed. Price 
tag: 2.7 million naira. The second, as yet uncompleted is 
worth 5.2 million naira. 


The battle lines between the haves and the have-nots 
have never been more clearly drawn. Certainly the 
virtual disappearance of the middle class, which people 
like Professor Dotun Phillips anticipated, and warned 
about, is a contributory factor. The preps that gave the 
middle class its identity are almost gone. A medical 
doctor at Nnewi General Hospital came back to the 
country in 1982 with, among other things, a Mercedes 
200 car. But he did not reckon with Nigeria’s present 
economic downturn. The vehicle has been lying unused 
for two years now, says the doctor because “I couldn't 
maintain it.” In its place he has an old Toyota on its last 
leg. His major problem, he says, is “how to feed my 
family.” 


His problem is shared on a more heightened scale by 
Justina Okoh, 28, a mother of three, who is also from 
Nnewi. Okoh and her children, the youngest of whom is 
five months old, all have something in common—they 
are all pale and frail looking. The reason: ‘We manage to 
feed once in a day since we don't have money to buy 
food.” 


At Oshodi, Lagos, the rail lines and the over head bridge 
are a home for numerous people, spanning all age 
groups. On any given day, there are mothers with their 
kids strapped on their backs, there are blind beggars 
loudly making pathetic appeals to the consciences of 
passers-by, and there are many others just lying around, 
listless and half-dead. “‘Abeg I don tire. I don nearly die,” 
declared John Onachoya, 19, who said he had been 
sleeping under the bridge for six months since he was 
retrenched. Next to him is Comfort Eje who says she is 
30 but looks at least ten years older. Like Onachoya, Eje 
says she had not eaten for three days. 
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A visit to any of the numerous Chinese restaurants 
across the country which cater to the exotic palate might 
give members of the ““Oshodi Commune” a heart attack. 
Dishes like chicken in seasonal vegetables, baked 
shrimps in ginger and spring onions, special fried rice, 
chicken with bean sauce attract prices ranging from 200 
naira to 1,000 naira, depending on the number of 
courses, and number of guests. In spite of these larger- 
than-life prices, the beautiful people can be found, on a 
typical evening, smiling their way through numerous 
courses of food with unpronounciable names. 


The growing disparity between the two broad classes of 
Nigerians is nowhere more apparent than in education. 
The most significant current government effort in this 
area was the allocation in the current budget of 800 
million naira to the rehabilitation of primary education. 
Compared to the 4.21 billion naira set aside for interest 
payments on local loans and 8.82 billion naira set aside 
for interest payments on external loans, this is less than 
a drop in an ocean. The result is that dilapidated 
buildings, inadequate number of teachers, lack of equip- 
ment, have become a: .iomatic of our educational system. 


Elias Ogbuji, 56, is a dire but typical case. A security 
guard attached to the 4.6 million naira Catholic Cathe- 
dral at Nnewi, Ogbuji takes home 121 naira every 
month. He has seven children, four of whom are in 
secondary school, two in elementary school and one, a 
teacher’s college graduate who is yet to get a job. His wife 
was a workshop attendant in a secondary school before 
she lost her job in 1985. Ogbuji is required to pay 60 
naira for each of his children in secondary school every 
term and 60 naira per year for each of those in primary 
school. To complete this portrait of hopelessness, he 
pays a house rent of 15 naira every month. Not surpris- 
ingly, Ogbuji is 12 months behind in paying his rent even 
though he farms to supplement his income. He is visibly 
malnourished. 


Albert Agunjimi, 48, is a kind of soul brother to Ogbuji. 
A fisherman, at Maroko, the worst slum in Lagos, 
Ogunjimi withdrew his last child from school three 
months ago “because the cost has gone beyond my 
reach.” The boy now helps out in the fishing boat. Before 
this time, Babajide, Ogunjimi’s first son had to leave 
school in form four under the same circumstances. He is 
now a welder. 


The privileged schools—university primary and sec- 
ondary schools, command schools, federal government 
colleges, military schools, as well as private schools are 
more fortunate. They have facilities and qualified staff 
which ensure that education is not the nightmare it is for 
the unlucky children who are in the majority. But 
everything comes for a fee. At Corona School, a popular 
nursery—primary school in Ikoyi, Lagos, parents have to 
pay as much as 650 naira every term for a child—in 
primary school; and 450 naira for one in nursery school, 
as tuition fees only. At Adesoye Grammar School Offa, 
an exclusive secondary school, school fees set parents 
back; save 6,000 naira per child yearly. 


FBIS-AFR-89-163 
24 August 1989 


Cars have always been status symbols in these parts. 
With the prices of vehicles of all types climbing 
everyday, and spare parts, scarce and expensive, cars are 
no longer just mere indicators of slight differences in 
income or even taste. Not any more. Now they are 
indices of sharp disparities in wealth. To own one, you 
have to be there with a five or six figure income. Few 
Nigerians can afford 185,000 naira for a Peugeot 504 
GR; 190,000 naira for Peugeot 504 SR; 195,000 naira for 
Peugeot 505 GL; 230,000 naira for Peugeot 505 ST; 
260,000 naira for Peugeot 505 evolution or 285,000 
naira for a Mercedes Benz 230E V-Boot. 


In spite of the skyhigh prices, the cars are still being 
purchased by select groups of people. They provide the 
dismal backdrop against which government efforts of 
establishing a viable mass transit programme can be 
judged. The sight of the gleaming machines with their 
purring engines constitute a veritable thumb-in-the-eye 
to many honest citizens—queuing up under the rain or 
sun waiting for the never-arriving bus or taxi. Even a 
small fraction of the 676.8 million naira budgetted for 
defence this year would have made a world of difference 
to the entire transit programme. 


Perhaps the most visible corporate bodies that are ben- 
efitting from SAP are the banks. For them, it is like the 
gold rush without the uncertainty that is usually part of 
prospecting. Huge profits, sometimes many times over 
the level of the previous year, are virtually assured. All it 
takes as Ibrahim Ayagi, former Managing Director of 
Continental Merchant Bank said recently is some “‘long- 
leg” in the Central Bank and 20 million naira and presto! 
a merchant bank is born. Alpha Merchant Bank, is 
perhaps the bank fastest on the draw. Set up last year, the 
bank broke even within 30 days and announced a profit 
of 11 million naira in six months. 


Other banks are not far behind. The Nigerian-American 
Merchant Bank, for instance, showed a profit of 19.74 
million naira in 1988; up 150 percent from 7.642 million 
naira in 1987. During the same period, First Bank’s 
profit margin moved up from 68 million naira to 74 
million naira while Bank of Credit and Commerce 
International BCCI from 64.7 million naira to 83 million 
naira. 


The “Ife Collective,” a group of radical lecturers at the 
Obafemi Awolowo University, Ile-Ife have cited these 
and other statistics to illustrate their point that “the chief 
beneficiaries of SAP are international finance capital, 
Nigerian bank owners, currency speculators, multi- 
nations, their Nigerian agents and adventurist capitalist 
grabbers from America, Europe and Asia. Banks 
recorded staggering profits...just as hunger, unemploy- 
ment , disease, hyperinflation came to an unbearable 
level.” 


Expectedly, the salaries and allowances of bank staff 
reflect the industry’s high profitability. Certain very high 
officials of merchant banks are on 250,000 naira per 
annum. Today, across the nation’s 25 banks, many chief 
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executives earn more than this. Many general managers 
of banks take home about 200,000 naira and senior 
managers earn about half of that. New entrants across 
the board rake in over 20,000 naira annually. It has 
never been so good for the banks. At least, until the cash 
and liquidity squeeze initiated by the federal govern- 
ment last week. 


The days are gone when all bankers were a staid, dull lot. 
Now, many of them, more often than not, can be found 
in Ikoyi and Victoria Island (Lagos), Nassarawa (Kano) 
and other choice residential locations scattered all over 
the country. “Their demand for top houses has further 
pushed up the prices of properties,” says an inside source 
in one of the top merchant banks, adding that houses 
that went for less than 100,000 naira a couple of years 
ago, now attract about 200,000 naira as rent yearly. 
During working hours, banks have large pools of expen- 
sive cars ranging from Santana for executives and other 
posh cars for their chief executive officers. 


The nouveau-riche bankers can be found at L’Hotel Eko 
Meridien, the Lagoon, Shangra-Lai and other expensive 
places, 200 naira a meal places in Lagos and their 
equivalents in other parts of the country. In these places 
they dine in congenial surroundings, with views of boats 
bobbing up and down on the blue waters of the Atlantic. 


There is a world of difference between these favourite 
haunts of the rich and ‘Brigade’, a Kano slum. It con- 
trasts sharply with the Government Reservatior Area 
(GRA) and even with the less elegant Sabon-Ga:: area 
where most non-indigenes reside. It is a large teiiitory, 
about the same size as Mushin in Lagos and mud houses 
stretch as far as the eyes can see. The gutters are clogged 
with debris. Many naked children can be seen running 
around or tagging along their mothers. Goats and 
domestic animals abound. So are flies. The means of 
transport are ricketty vehicles, donkeys, wheel barrows 
and, of course, foot. Though Brigade residents bear their 
suffering stoically, though their faces do not show that 
anything is amiss, this depressing ghetto is, by its very 
existence an indictment on the years of mismanagement 
and SAP that followed independence. 


The health-care situation in Brigade is typical of many 
high-density areas in the country. Though millions live 
here, there is no hospital, only an overcrowded health 
centre. To see a doctor, Brigade residents must travel to 
the Murtala Mohammed General Hospital in Kano, 
armed with a sum of one naira for registration. 


In a community where many do not have even the most 
basic facilities even in this tail-end of the 20th century, it 
is not surprising that the rate of armed robbery is high. 
Jobless youths organise themselves into gangs— 
yandaba—which have their fingers in every criminal pie: 
armed robbery, hired killings, extortion and drug traf- 
ficking. Prostitution is also on the rise. Some of the 
young hookers are girls who had to leave school because 
their parents could not pay the 300 naira junior sec- 
ondary school examinations levy. “If you come here in 
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the evening, you can count hundreds of girls from 
Brigade going to Sabon Gari to get 300 naira. Already it 
is only seven days to the end of the term,” declared 
Mohammed Zayhanu Bagudu a resident of Brigade who 
is unemployed. 


The idle rich, of course are not bothered. Through 
dealing in currency, many manage to maintain a lifestyle 
that is light years away from most of their compatriots. 
For example, some of the young men who can be found 
on typical evening whiling away the hours of the evening 
at the polo club along Obafemi Awolowo Road, Ikoyi, 
Lagos, spend stupendously to finance their hobby. Many 
of them regularly engage in mass importation of Argen- 
tine ponies. The cost of each is a paltry 35,000 naira on 
the average. Of course, in such circles, satellite dishes 
which cost about 70,000 naira age no big deal. 


The new rich in town has not displaced entrenched 
money. Old money, which by Nigerian standards, can be 
only 10 years old is still going strong. The Abvolas, 
Odogwus, Tejuoshos, Iwuanyanwus, Igbinedions. Ede- 
wors, Dantatas, Isiaku Rabius, Nzeribes have not disap- 
peared. The new ways of making money are not so 
innovative anyway. So they are not in any danger of 
leaving the old behind. Currency trafficking, like selling 
import licences is not even a productive venture in the 
real sense of the word; it merely creates new rich people 
without a corresponding increase in the quantity and 
quality of goods and services produced. In the end, it 1s 
the majority who are supposed to benefit from the new 
economic measures such as SAP, who bear the brunt. 


The recent SAP riots, which flared up again in Ughelli. 
Agbarho, Warri and Sapele in Bendel State last week 
provide a case in point. There's no doubt, whatever 
government might say of banned politicians and the 
elites, that most Nigerians were at their tether’s end. 
With inflation standing officially at 25 percent, employ- 
ment virtually non-existent, medical services in a sham- 
bles and citizens dying of hunger, things had come to a 
head. The students were only the lighted match to the 
fuse of the people's anger. But what made the situation 
far worse was that while conspicuous consumption was 
on the rise, with all the trappings of a consumer revolu- 
tion among a select few, many were crossing into the 
wrong side of the bread line at a rapid pace. 


In spite of their charitable nature and the fatalism of 
religion as regards the relationship between the divine 
and material wealth, many Nigerians could find no 
rationale for the yawning gap between them and some of 
their compatriots. Even statistics bear this out. At the 
last check, Nigeria was on the 19th position on then 
world misery index. 


Isaac Kayode the sand digger is certainly bitter. “I would 
not say we are part of Lagos. We are not a part of Nigeria 
either but we pay out taxes and levies.” Adds Goodluck 
Edigri. an impoverished college proprietor in Isoko, 
Bendel State: “If you are enjoying something which 
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others are complaining of, you will not like to abandon 
it. Hence the leaders do not want to abandon SAP.” 


Whether or not this line of reasoning is true, is an 
academic question. The politics of the stomach, like the 
poli.ics of oppression does not recognise such niceties. 
This is one of the cases in which the attitude is more 
important than the fact. There is nothing to suggest that 
the attitude has changed, in spite of the 100 million naira 
set aside for creating jobs in the relief programme. When 
the gap between the rich and poor becomes a chasm, it 
serves as a burial site. For whom? Who knows? 


Senezal 


Diouf on Disputes With Nouakchott, Bissau 


AB2408090589 Paris AFP in French 0014 GMT 
24 Aug 89 


[Text] Dakar, 24 Aug (AFP)}—Senegalese President 
Abdou Diouf has accused Mauritania of having sought 
the break in diplomatic relations with Senegal by 
declaring “persona non grata” the Senegalese ambas- 
sador in Nouakchott. In a television broadcast last night, 
the head of state described the Mauritanian attitude as 
one based on a “logic of diversion and one-upmanship,” 
adding that “Nouakchott had done everything possible 
to cause a deep split” between Senegal and Mauritania 
and between black Africa and the Arab world. (Senegal 
on 2! August broke diplomatic relations with Mauri- 
tania in reaction to the expulsion of its ambassador in 
Nouakchott). 


President Diouf. who announced that his government 
will soon publish a “white paper” on the Senegal- 
Mauritania conflict, renewed his readiness to “cooperate 
fully” with Egyptian President Husni Mubarak, current 
OAU chairman, who is expected to mediate in the 
conflict. “Our doors are open for immediate investiga- 
tions into the allegations of the Mauritanian authorities 
on the number of their countrymen (300,000 according 
to Nouakchott) being still kept in Senegal against their 
will.” he declared. reiterating his commitment to remain 
“vigilant, firm, and resolute” in the defense of Sene- 
galese national interests. “Real victory,” he said, “for 
countries like ours, cannot be achieved on the path of 
destruction.” 


Tackling the dispute between his country and Guinea- 
Bissau, President Diouf said he was “unpleasantly 
surprised” by Bissau's rejection of the verdict delivered 
by the Geneva arbitration court on the demarcation of 
their maritime border. Without making any explicit 
pronouncement on the fresh bilateral negotiations pro- 
posal made by the Guinea-Bissau authorities, Mr Diouf 
pointed out that it was after fruitless negotiations that 
the two countries decided to go before the arbitration 
court, whose verdict ought to have closed the matter. 
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Renewing his attachment to excellent relations and sol- 
idarity with Guinea-Bissau, the Senegalese head of state 
said he hoped to see that country honor its commitments 
as it had always done. 


Finally, President Diouf described the reality of Sene- 
gal’s political climate as “disturbing...but not dramatic,” 
in reference to relations with some of its neighbors. ‘““We 
are facing challenges, not perils,” he concluded. 


Further Report 


AB2408093089 Libreville Africa No 1 in French 
0730 GMT 24 Aug 89 


[Text] As expected, the Senegalese president’s message to 
the nation yesterday evening was devoted to relations 
with Mauritania, Guinea-Bissau, and The Gambia, 
Senegal’s three neighboring countries with whom rela- 
tions are no longer good. First, President Abdou Diouf 
spoke at length on the prevailing crisis with Mauritania, 
which he unequivocally accused of seeking the break in 
diplomatic relations by hinting at the expulsion of the 
ambassador of Senegal in Nouakchott. Let us listen to 
President Abdou Diouf: 


{Begin Diouf recording] In the face of the measure that 
affects our representative, I took the initiative to break 
our diplomatic relations with Mauritania. This break 
was obviously being sought by the Mauritanian author- 
ities. Apparently this is against all logic but it must not be 
forgotten that on the other side of the Senegal River, 
there is another logic, that of diversion and one- 
upmanship. In this respect it is significant that the 
Mauritanian step taken against our representative was 
taken after the visit to the two countries by the emissary 
of the current OAU chairman who was sent in line with 
the search for a global and definitive solution to the 
problems on the basis of an objective evaluation of the 
situation. Senegal, which has nothing to hide, renews its 
preparedness to collaborate fully with President 
Mubarak and the inter-African committee set up by the 
last OAU summit to throw light on what happened, find 
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a durable solution to the problems that are at the root of 
the crisis, and eliminate the signs and effects of this 
crisis. [end recording] 


The current OAU chairman, who has been invited to 
mediate in the crisis that affects relations between Dakar 
and Nouakchott, should therefore be given a free hand to 
act during the visits that he will pay next month to the 
two capitals. This trip will probably give President Husni 
Mubarak the opportunity to acquaint himself with the 
white paper on the Senegal-Mauritania crisis. The Sene- 
galese head of state announced yesterday that this white 
paper will be published soon. But aside from relations 
with Mauritania, President Abdou Diouf also mentioned 
relations between his country and The Gambia, which is 
linked with Senegal by a confederal pact. Here too, he 
clearly defined his government's position by proposing 
the freezing of the confederation which, according to 
him, has failed in its objective of integration. It must be 
noted, moreover, that this proposal was preceded by the 
decision to withdraw Senegalese gendarmes on mission 
in The Gambia. 


Finally, the last topic of Abdou Diouf’s message was on 
the prevailing atmosphere between Senegal and Guinea- 
Bissau. Touching on the dispute over the demarcation of 
the maritime border, which has already been settled by 
the Geneva arbitration court, he declared, as you are 
about to hear, that he was highly surprised by the 
rejection by Guinea-Bissau of that court’s ruling. 


[Begin Dicuf recording] This rejection was certainly 
coupled with a proposal for bilateral negotiations. But it 
must be pointed out that we have for several years tried 
to resolve the dispute through such negotiations without 
success. And it is precisely after these fruitless negotia- 
tions that we went before the arbitration court whose 
verdict should have ended the dispute. We were greatly 
surprised that the statement of rejection was formulated 
in such terms and in such an unexpected manner in view 
of the good relations we have with Guinea-Bissau. [end 
recording] 
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